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Welcome to International Study  
at St John’s International School.

For many years, St John’s has 
provided a wide range of flexible 
study options for International 
students, ranging from short 
courses, through to full inclusion in 
mainstream school. Most importantly, 
we aim to help students realise 
their potential, whether they are 
staying with us for one term or 
for the whole of their school life. 

Some of our students have a level 
of English that enables them to 
go straight into full inclusion in our 
school – the ultimate goal for all 
our long stay students. Those who 
require additional help can access 
intensive English tuition through 
our Intensive Study Centre. This 
intensive curriculum and first-class 
care and supervision will provide 

the best linguistic, academic, 
cultural and social preparation 
for admission to, and success in, 
UK schools and universities.  

St John’s is a small English school 
with a big international heart. We 
welcome students from all corners of 
the globe and regularly have students 
from more than 10 different countries 
in our boarding house including Spain, 
China, Kazakhstan, France, Russia, 
Chile, Ecuador and South Africa.  

Not only do we have a large number 
of students from overseas, we are 
also part of the wider organisation 
of International Education Systems 
(IES), whose mission is to provide 
education with an international 
perspective. Our links with our IES 
and SEK sister schools mean that we 
are a truly international community. 

A SMALL 
ENGLISH SCHOOL 
WITH A BIG 
INTERNATIONAL 
HEART

INTERNATIONAL  
IN SO MANY 
WAYS
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STUDY AT ST JOHN’S

Qualifications in English available at St John’s

•	 Cambridge English - KET/PET (age 5 - 13)
•	 IELTS General Training (age 14 - 18)
•	 BEC Business English (age 14 - 18)
•	 IGCSE English as a Second Language (age 15 - 16)
•	 IELTS Academic (age 16 - 18)

St John’s Intensive Study Centre Programme Outline 

There are a range of options for 
International students at St John’s. 
Short courses provide students with a 
chance to taste life at a UK boarding 
school while many prefer to commit 
to the whole of their education. For 
full time students their level of English 
will determine whether they can 
be ‘fully included’ into mainstream 
school or whether they would benefit 

from our Intensive Study Centre, 
which provides them with a greater 
focus on English language skills. 

St John’s is not a selective school 
but all International students will be 
asked to take a small ‘in-country’ 
placement test which allows us to 
establish their level of English and 
decide upon the best option for each 

student. This is further reviewed once 
the student has started at St John’s. 
Ultimately, the aim is for all students 
to achieve full inclusion which is 
obviously increasingly likely, the longer 
they spend with us. Students from St 
John’s have gone on to study courses 
across the UK, Europe and the US.

Short Courses - primarily for students Year 5 to 8

Short course students generally 
want to improve their level of 
English competence and experience 
boarding school life in the UK. Short 
course students join the full inclusion 

programme or the ISC programme, 
dependent on their level of English, 
their age and the time of year they 
wish to travel. The minimum length 
of a short course is six weeks but 

all students are encouraged to 
stay for at least one term to truly 
benefit from the experience.
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IMMERSION FOUNDATION PATHWAY ADVANCED

Ages 9-13 One Year Foundation 
Pre-IGCSE Ages 13-15

One Year Pathway  
to IGCSE Ages 15-17

Two Year Advanced  
Pre-University 

Ages 16-19

•	 Full integration 
with English First 
Language students*

•	 Min five lessons per 
week dedicated English 
as a Second Language

•	 Year 5 and 6 students 
are immersed in 
the PYP World IB 
Programme

•	 PYP Exhibition in Year 6

•	 Successful students 
entered for the 
Cambridge Checkpoint 
tests in Year 9

•	 Cambridge English 
KET/PET/FCE 
qualifications available

•	 Min A2

•	 Sept and Jan entry

•	 Min 10 lessons 
EAL per week

•	 IELTS available**

•	 BEC available**

•	 Vocab and preparation 
for Pathway to 
IGCSE programme

•	 PE and Enrichment 
programme integrated 
with English First 
Language students

•	 Two day 
Acclimatisation 
programme

•	 Regular tutor meetings 

•	 Dedicated 
Academic Tutor

•	 Min B1 

•	 Min 12 lessons 
EAL per week

•	 IELTS available

•	 BEC available 

•	 Up to 6 IGCSEs 

•	 English as Second 
Language

•	 Maths 

•	 Science (Physics 
or Combined)

•	 Geography

•	 ICT* or Computing* 
or GP**

•	 Home Language 

•	 UK culture and 
education advice

•	 PE and Enrichment 
programme integrated 
with English First 
Language students

•	 One week residential 
at Field Study Centre

•	 One Week 
Acclimatisation 
programme

•	 Weekly tutor meeting 

•	 Dedicated 
Academic Tutor

•	 Easter Exam 
Revision Course

•	 A two year programme 
of International 
AS and A Levels

•	 Course individually 
tailored to meet the 
needs of each student

•	 Dedicated Sixth 
Form rooms

•	 Academic IELTS 
included***✦

•	 Additional EAL lessons 

•	 Career and University 
entrance guidance

•	 Life Skills programme 
to prepare student 
for independence

•	 Regular monitoring 
and tracking 
review meetings 

•	 Global focus 

•	 Full range of leadership 
opportunities 

•	 Maths GCSE 
available****✦✦

*  Dependent on class size     

**  Dependent on English Language level

***  Academic IELTS is a requirement for Higher Education in the UK. Universities will charge up to £3,000 for an 
equivalent course if students do not have the appropriate level at time of entry.

**** GCSE Maths is required for many Universities. Students entering the Advanced Pre-University programme who do not already have 
a suitable qualification are recommended to take GCSE Maths as an extra subject. This will incur an additional fee. 
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St John’s School is in Sidmouth, on the beautiful 
south coast of England just 25 minutes from the 
Cathedral City of Exeter. The school is situated on 
a hill above the town, overlooking the sea. Beautiful 
historic buildings are combined with excellent facilities, 
including lovely grounds, playing fields, sports 
hall, adventure playground and tennis courts. 

After school, weekend activities and trips

We do our best to make the most of our beautiful 
location just 10 minutes from the World Heritage 
Jurassic Coastline and beaches. There is a wide range 
of after school and weekend activities available.

After school and weekend activities:

•	 Sailing*

•	 Kayaking*

•	 Golf*

•	 Cookery

•	 Horse Riding*

•	 Exmoor Challenge 

•	 Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme*

•	 Swimming

•	 Surf Life Saving*

•	 Rugby/Football/Futsal/Cricket/Rounders/Netball

•	 Drama/Theatre Club

•	 Music

N.B.* There may be an additional charge for some of these activities.

Weekend excursions include:

•	 Living Coasts in Plymouth

•	 Walking on Dartmoor

•	 Clip ‘n Climb

•	 Sightseeing in Exeter

•	 Ice Skating 

•	 Paintballing

•	 Trip to London

Boarders’ Camp

Camping at River Dart Adventure Park is a highlight 
for our boarders. Activities include high wires, zip 
wires, rock climbing, kayaking and raft building.

Global Adventure

There are plenty of opportunities for 
Global Adventure including:

•	 Skiing

•	 Exchanges  
(Spain, Hungary, South Africa)

•	 InterSEK Experience  
(cultural and sporting competition)

BEYOND  
THE CLASSROOM

‘Outstanding’ Pastoral Care*

Boarding is run by Director of Boarding Mr Rob 
Tasker and Ms Sarah Rowe. Students are cared 
for every step of the way and are supported 
by a co-ordinated and dedicated team of 
house parents, boarding tutors and matrons.  

* ISI Inspection Report 2013

Boarding accommodation

•	 Newly upgraded Boarding Facilities for 2015

•	 Weekly or full boarding options available

•	 Girls and boys have separate accommodation

•	 Access to boarding – by 
electronic key card only

•	 Accommodation is in single rooms, 
doubles or dormitories

•	 All students have single or bunk 
beds, storage and desk

•	 Common rooms for boarders 
and recreational areas

•	 Housemaster lives on site and 
boarding staff have rooms. 

Homestay

Option of homestay is available – students live 
with local family. Homestay students may join 
boarders for weekend activities and trips.



OUR SISTER SCHOOLS

To find out more about International Study at St John’s International School  
or to arrange a visit, please call the Director of Admissions on  

+44 (0)1395 513984 or email contact.stjohns@iesmail.com

St John’s International School, Broadway, Sidmouth, Devon EX10 8RG, England, UK
www.stjohnsdevon.co.uk
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