10th September 2018
Dear Parents,
Please put the following date in your busy diaries: Monday 8th October at 11:00 Prof Steve Simpson
(Associate Professor in Marine Biology & Global Change at University of Exeter) will be giving a talk with the
title The Soundtrack of Blue Planet II in the Chapel about his very important scientific work.

Professor Steve Simpson is a Series Academic Advisor for the acclaimed series Blue Planet and other David
Attenborough documentaries, such as his Great Barrier Reef programme in 2015. His work on underwater
noise pollution recently screened in Blue Planet II.
Much of Professor Simpson’s work focuses on underwater acoustics, including the use of sound by fish and
invertebrates, and the impacts of human noise on marine life. The ocean is a remarkably noisy place, with
whales, dolphins, fish, and invertebrates all producing sound to communicate. These sounds range from
the haunting song of the humpback whale to the explosive clicks of snapping shrimp, and are important for
social interactions and predator avoidance.
This would be a wonderful opportunity for you to be part of all the good things St John’s has on offer. As we
have a busy first term with a lot of students visiting us, we have unfortunately a limited amount of extra
places. To make sure you get a place, rsvp to marion.vandergiezen@iesmail.com if you would like to attend
and let me know numbers please.
There will be a donation collection at the end which will go to the Marine Conservation Society
(https://www.mcsuk.org/).
I am looking forward to seeing you then.
Yours Sincerely,
Marion van der Giezen
Head of Science
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