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Welcome
The layout of this new edition of the IES
Magazine reflects our commitment to
seeing our schools as communities in
which all their members play a part.
At the heart of these school communities
are of course our students. They are our sole
raison d’être and the goal of all our activities.
The magazine tries to reflect the huge variety
of activities and achievements among our
students over the last year. Inevitably, with
eight schools scattered across four countries
and three continents, and with ages ranging
from 2 (or less) to 19, what you see here will
only be the tip of the iceberg. I hope it will be
sufficient to show you some of the many ways
our students achieve both within the formal
school curriculum and in the many extracurricular activities on offer.
The purpose of school is to learn and in
order to learn and to reach one’s potential
students have to work, and to work hard.
IES schools offer demanding educational
programmes, whether these are of our
own making or reflect state curricula or the
curricula laid down by the International
Baccalaureate or by University of Cambridge
International Examinations. We set very
high academic standards. The most lasting
satisfaction for our students usually comes
from hard work: they know that their own
efforts have made a difference; they know that
they have earned their rewards.
Students also have a great deal of fun, both
within lessons and in additional activities. We
hope we have illustrated this too. We are
keen that children in our schools are happy to
be there and get up in the morning looking
forward to going to school (at least most of
the time)!
One of the features of IES is its global
network and the opportunities that this
provides for students from different parts of
the world to meet, get to know each other,
and learn together. A number of our schools
offer either short courses or summer camps
for students from other IES schools or from
schools in Spain or Latin America that are
part of our sister network SEK which this year
has been celebrating its 120th anniversary.
One of the highlights of this year was also the
participation of students from England in Blue
Week, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to sail
around the Balearics in an old sailing boat and

learn about the sea and navigation.
School communities also, crucially, include
our staff, both teaching and non-teaching.
We depend for our success, above all, on our
teachers: on their experience, knowledge,
and understanding of how children learn, and
on their commitment and enthusiasm. The
character of a school is also determined by the
many members of the non-teaching staff who
work there. The friendliness and efficiency
of the school secretary, finance officer and
admissions officer, the sense of responsibility
for their buildings and grounds of the school
maintenance staff, the careful planning of
our cafeteria staff – all these are necessary
for a successful school. People who work in
IES schools have an extraordinary range of
interests and achievements outside school
which they are sometimes able to bring into
their teaching and which can make them role
models for our students. We are delighted
that some of these interests and achievements
are reflected in this magazine.
The third part of the school community
triangle is the parents. Without you IES
would not exist. You have chosen to place
your children in our care and in doing so
become part of a community that is much
more than just the commercial relationship
between a client and a provider of services.
All IES schools are keen that parents involve
themselves fully in the life of the school.
We are very fortunate in having so many
thriving parents’ associations which add so
much to the social life of our schools. Your
support on the touchline, at our many school
events, and in out-of-school activities, is
invaluable. Parents also have a great deal to
offer educationally, whether this is coming
into school and telling students about
interesting aspects of their jobs, sharing their
enthusiasms, or advising young people about
careers. Again, I hope that we have been able
to illustrate just a few of the ways in which
your support and participation enriches the
education offered in our schools.
Finally, and last but not least, school
communities also exist in time. Although IES
is a relatively new organisation, some of its
schools have a long history of which they
are proud and which continues to be an
important part of the school’s identity. One
school (Holy Trinity) is moving towards its

110th anniversary and another, St John’s, is
beginning to plan its centenary celebrations
in 2014. There are therefore a lot of people
around – and the number grows every year
even in our newer schools – proud to call
themselves former students or alumni of our
IES schools. Those of us who have made our
career in education are interested, above all,
in the long-term effects of what we do. The
short-term achievements are important and
interesting, but the greatest satisfaction for
an educator is to find that former students
have launched themselves on a career in
which they are both successful and happy
(and happiness and success may have
little to do with either money or worldly
status), that a subject studied at school has
become a lifelong interest, and, even more
importantly, that former students turn out
to be responsible and ethical people who
are adding to the sum of human happiness
rather than diminishing it. No IES Magazine
would therefore be complete without some
accounts of what our former students have
gone on to do.
This has been a good year for IES: a
new campus for our school at Blouberg,
in South Africa, which is now well into
the second phase of its construction;
the start of the construction of new
school buildings, also in South Africa, at
Hout Bay; some strong results in some
of our schools from students entering
the examinations for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma and for the
Cambridge International Examinations
IGCSE (International General Certificate
of Secondary Education). We look
forward to moving from strength to
strength in 2013.

Dr Nicholas Tate
Chairman, IES
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Boca Prep Student in the Ivy League
By Raquel Gonoretzky

Former
Students
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Raquel Gonoretzky is a 2011 graduate
of Boca Prep and has recently
completed her first year at Cornell
University. She, along with two others
from her class, are attending Ivy League
universities in the U.S. This is her
reflection on her experience.
We spend over ten years in preparation
for college. Our knowledge expands over
the course of elementary, middle and
high school as we await the excitement
of… yet another four years of school?!
While initially, we feared the thought of
having to move away and deal with the
responsibilities of becoming adults, we
eventually warmed up to the idea as we
grew older. After all, the older we got, the

more and more people would tell us how
wonderful their college years were. It’s
incredibly clichéd, but we constantly hear
how college “was the best four years of
my life!” The prospect of declining what
is meant to be a fantastic period in one’s
life soon became absurd. To say that I was
excited to start college is putting it lightly.
For the last couple of years of high school at
Boca Prep, I was completely consumed by
the lure of attending college. Meeting new
people, taking responsibility, dealing with
problems, creating life-long friends, learning
things beyond my imagination and taking
advantage of tremendous opportunities
were just a few things I was looking forward
to. The thought of being able to step into
the bigger world enticed me.

Despite the excitement, throughout
the entire college process I was, naturally,
feeling a bit of fear. What if I don’t get
accepted anywhere? What if I don’t
succeed as much as is expected of me?
What if I arrive and everything is just so much
more difficult than I thought it would be? I
realized the key to battling such questions
is preparation. I prepared a list of colleges
to consider based on different criteria and
I took steps that I hoped would prepare
me for success in college. I knew college
wouldn’t be easy, but I figured I should take
the necessary steps to ensure that I could at
least facilitate things a bit for myself.
So, when I discovered Boca Prep would
become an IB school, I decided to make
the commitment and go through with
the Diploma Program. And I’m glad I did!
The IB was a very interesting experience;
one filled with frustration, exhaustion and
challenges. Looming deadlines for crucial
papers became the cause of most of
my stress.
Maybe I didn’t realize it at the time, but
it is apparent now; the IB has really helped
me throughout my first year at Cornell. I
have learned how to deal with deadlines
and work well under pressure. Because
of the IB, I have also learned how to view
things in an unconventional way, which has
helped tremendously in writing papers.
Perhaps the most exciting is over-hearing
someone mention the words Extended
Essay, CAS, TOK, Higher Level, Standard
Level, etc. Some of my very close friends
here are IB Diploma students and together
we are very entertained with “inside jokes”
that only IB students would understand.
While it was definitely an experience with
multiple ups and downs, I can safely say I
am happy with my time spent at Boca Prep
and my commitment to the IB. Though
we were the first class to go through with
the Diploma Program, we learned how to
work through difficult situations. The small,
intimate class room settings at Boca Prep
have allowed me to appreciate the help
and assistance one can get from teachers
and professors. There are many things I can
take away from the past years at Boca Prep
that will benefit me in the future.
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The Grantham Preparatory School

The Grantham Prep School
past pupils – music success
Aneurin Banfield, who left Grantham
Prep in July 2008 to go on to grammar
school, has achieved a stunning
distinction at Grade VIII with 96% on
the Jazz Saxophone. Aneurin began
lessons in Year Six at the Prep School and
has reached the top examination level in
just 4 ½ years. In 2010 he became the
youngest member of the Lincolnshire Jazz
and Rock Academy at fourteen years old,
and this summer travels to Austria as soprano
saxophonist with the Lincolnshire Symphonic
Wind Orchestra. Aneurin still regularly helps
out with Prep School summer concerts, and
this year returned with the King’s School
Soul Band to give workshops to some of our
current talented pupils.
The Grantham Preparatory School

So many opportunities to shine
By Alex Gordon

As a former pupil at Grantham Prep
I was given many opportunities that
other schools did not offer. This has really
helped with what I have achieved and what
I am able to do, whether it be sports or even
my social skills.
After leaving Grantham Prep in 2006 I
went off to Carre’s Grammar School and
since being there I have represented the
school in different activities including
rugby and tennis. I have also been able
to add to the music department in school
performances, but also on excursions,
for example I have sung in the Albert Hall
twice with a few other pupils from Carre’s
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Grammar School.
Upon leaving Grantham Prep I have
improved my tennis considerably, where at
one point I ranked 15th in the County for U18
Singles and in doubles I won the Grantham
open U14 and being placed third in the
county for U18 Doubles in the Lincolnshire
Closed. I was also given the chance to
complete my Tennis Leaders Level 1 with over
200 hours of voluntary work.
My main achievement after leaving
Grantham Prep was my musical ability.
At Grantham Prep I was given many
opportunities to improve my musical ability
and after leaving, it showed how much those
opportunities helped my musical ability. I

SEK Budapest
International School

Letter from Julia
Julia Lipowiecka came to SEK
Budapest to join the IB Diploma
Programme. She graduated in
2008 and left Budapest, but has since
stayed in touch with her classmates
and teachers. Here is a part of a letter
she sent to the new generation of IB
students, sharing her experience and
motivating them to give their best.
“…The International Baccalaureate
is a world-class programme that
enables you to study successfully at the
university level anywhere in the world.
The IB is not only accepted by the
top universities worldwide, but it also
provides an excellent preparation for
any specific degree. The IB develops
your knowledge but also essential skills
that enable you to do well at university
level. Following completing the IB
Diploma at SEK Budapest International
School with 41 points, I applied to
universities in the United Kingdom. I am
now in my 3rd year studying for a BSc in
politics with a minor in economics at the
University of Bath, which is one of the
top higher education institutions in the
UK. Having the IB Diploma has definitely
enabled me to do well in my degree and
provided me with excellent foundations
on which to build on.”
For us it is always a great pleasure to
hear from Julia.

now play in 5 Orchestras I lead one and I am
on front desk of second violins for both the
Lincolnshire Youth Symphony Orchestra and
the Lincolnshire Youth Symphonic Chamber
Orchestra. I also play in Grantham area band
and left the Lincolnshire Youth Concert
Orchestra. I have also formed a band with
three of my friends where we now play
anything from rock to folk music.
I would like to thank all the teachers who
helped me get to where I am today. Without
them I would never be in the position I am
in now. One thing I would say is take the
opportunities TGPS offer you and make the
most of the school and its facilities because
reflecting upon it I am able to see how good
a school it is.

St John’s
International School

Jodie Dibble
Jodie Dibble, formerly a student
at St John’s International School,
Sidmouth, is one of the first in
the country to benefit from a new
coaching initiative based at the
world famous Lord’s cricket ground.
Seventeen year old Jodie has been
offered one of six part-time places on
the MCC Women’s Young Cricketers’
programme, a joint collaboration with
the English Cricket Board. Fourteen
players have been chosen for the 2012
intake, with selection criteria aligned
to the existing England Women’s
succession framework.
Jodie, whose brother, also a former
St John’s pupil, is Somerset fast bowler
Adam Dibble, is a member of the
Sidmouth cricketing dynasty. Dad Mike,
and Uncle Charlie, both play for the club.
So does cousin Anthony, as did Adam,
before he joined Somerset.
Jodie is a lively seam bowler who
captained England U17s in South Africa
in 2010. That squad travelled to South
Africa to compete in the Cape Town
Women's Cricket Tournament, which
attracted provincial teams from Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa, as well
as British county sides Warwickshire,
Lancashire and Gloucestershire.
All fourteen members will receive
financial assistance to allow them to
train and play as full-time cricketers
throughout the season. The MCC
Women’s YCs will have access to
world-class facilities and expert multidisciplined coaching, to help them
prepare for the challenges of playing
international cricket.
Jodie's mum, Liz, has said: "We are so
excited by this news. Jodie has focused
so hard, mentally and physically, to reach
this stage."

St John’s International School

Julian Ryall
From East Devon to
East Japan
My family moved to East
Devon when I was 10 and I
have always said that leaving
London was the best decision
they ever made.
My brother, Oliver, and I joined
St John’s in September 1980 and
I recall finding it difficult to find
my way around the sprawling
building and its grounds. It was
very different to what we had
been used to. The redoubtable
Mr Hutchings was my first maths teacher,
but I fear even his patience wore thin at my
inability to get to grips with long division. I
far preferred the history classes of Mr Collins
and geography with Mr Phillips.
I was at St John’s for four years (at that time
only a Preparatory school) before moving
to The King’s School in Ottery St. Mary for
O Levels and A Levels. From there, I went to
what was then Wolverhampton Polytechnic.
I was in the West Midlands for three years
and, as I was studying languages, spent a
further year at a university in Aix en Provence.
It was 1989-90 and the months of the
collapse of the Communist regimes of
Eastern Europe, so instead of studying I
spent all my free time hitch-hiking around
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and other
crumbling socialist states. I was in Berlin
when The Wall came down, saw Vaclav
Havel strumming a guitar on a balcony
in Prague and was in Budapest shortly
after Ceaucescu was shot. Going back to
Wolverhampton was an anti-climax, but it
did convince me even further of the career I
had wanted since I was a boy.
In 1991, I started a one-year post-graduate
course in print journalism at The University
of Central Lancashire in Preston. I wanted
to return to journalism in the future, but in
the meantime wanted to go to a place as
far away from the UK as possible and with a
completely different culture and language.
A friend had a brother who had lived in
Japan and, from the tales he told, I was sold
on the idea.

I landed a job as an English
teacher before I left and
arrived in Tokyo in November
1992. I told my parents I’d
be back at Heathrow in a
year, 18 months maximum.
They still ask me when I’m
coming home! I realised
on the first day that I was
not a very good teacher so
I quickly started looking for
alternatives. Before arriving, I
had had no idea that Japan has a reasonably
strong English-language media scene, so
I applied to the biggest daily newspaper
– The Japan Times – and started a couple
of weeks later. It was a good way to learn a
great deal about the country in a short space
of time. In 1998 I returned and was working
shifts for The Times and The Sunday Times
but missed Japan and my adventures in the
Far East. I returned to The Japan Times 18
months later, but armed with a lot more
freelance contacts. The paper was solid but
unspectacular. Most of my work involved
editing and page design, but I wanted to
write. I managed to get trips to North Korea,
Hong Kong, the Philippines and Chuuk,
which only stoked the desire to write more.
In 2007 I started writing for The Telegraph
and The Sunday Telegraph and they have
kept me busy ever since. The year 2011
was one of the busiest I have ever known,
unfortunately for very sad reasons. The Great
East Japan Earthquake was the biggest story
I have ever had to cover and, in all honesty, I
hope I never see anything like it again. I was
in the shattered town of Ishinomaki less than
48 hours after the quake had struck and we
were stepping over bodies in the rubble of
their homes. Now that the first anniversary
of that day is over, on March 12, I’m looking
forward to “decompressing” from everything
that has happened in the last year.
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Half Term Activities

Boarders

This February at SJIS we offered a
fun half term camp, available to the
international boarding students.
Activities were quite varied, giving
students the chance to explore the local
area and further afield, whilst allowing
them rest time after their busy term at
school. They also needed to complete any
outstanding prep! Healthy and delicious
meals were provided, prepared by the
talented catering staff with snacks available
throughout the day. Being a small group,
we became really close to each other and
friendships grew or strengthened during
the 9 days. Room inspections and roll calls
developed some of our skills and there
was much humour involved, so everyone
enjoyed themselves.
Activities included:
• A trip to Exeter
• A stroll to Sidmouth beach
• Paintballing!
• A drive to Wales, where we saw Big Pit
and Chepstow Castle
• Sports competitions
• Sport activities on demand!
• Movie nights
• Time for prep
• Time to relax – and play mindcraft!

“It was very well organised.
We did many activities and
had a lot of free time. I really
enjoyed paintballing.”
SJIS Student

“It has been so funny! I want
to repeat it another time.
The best thing has been
the paintballing and Wales.
Thank you to Miss Kerr
and Dan!”
SJIS Student

St John’s International School

Slip sliding away
On the 3 December, Mrs Tulji and Miss
Cotton took the boarders ice skating
and Christmas shopping at Cribbs
Causeway, in Bristol. The students
enjoyed the variety of shops in the large
shopping mall, which was decorated
for the festive season. After lunch we
collected our skates and took to the ice!
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Both teachers wobbled along, whilst
Henry and Harry skated rings around them.
It was Manuel’s first time on the ice but,
with his rollerblading experience, he soon
out-skated the rest! Cas had a shaky start
but managed several loops of the rink – a
great achievement! Students linked hands
to form human chains for support and to
avoid bruises. A good time was had by all!
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Boarders bowled over.......
Elena Ponce, Year 7

One Saturday all of our boarders, except
those who had to play football, went to
Exeter for two games of bowling and a
little bit of window shopping. Everyone
behaved impeccably and Mademoiselle
Tessier even caught some dancing to the
music in the bowling alley… (yes, you know
who you are!) The students all came back
with bags of goodies from their shopping
trip and she was privileged to be given a
little twirl of their new clothes by the girls.
A fantastic day. Thank you everyone, you
made her very proud!
Antoine, Year 9 said “we played bowling
in teams of 5, so it was very friendly and
casual! In addition, we could have a drink
while playing. We had a lot of fun. We could
relax and think about things other than work,
so I really enjoyed it and hope we will be
able to do it another time!”

At 10 o’clock in the morning we were
at the front door, ready to leave. We took
the minibuses and drove to Exeter. In the
bowling alley, it felt very hot and noisy
because of the little children who were
celebrating birthday parties. When we
arrived, we changed our shoes and put on
special ones, which lit up under the neon
lighting, to go bowling. They asked us to
move to our aisles. There were 6 groups of 5
or 6 people. We played two games. I won
once and Raquel won once as well.
When we finished, we had a packed lunch
at some tables in the bowling alley. After
our packed lunch we had free time for 20
minutes. Raquel and I were looking for a
game. We found the tornado simulator, so
we went on it. It was really funny!! After that
we drove to the centre of Exeter.
When we arrived the Years 9, 10 and 11
went to do some shopping alone. We (the
girls of Years 7 and 8) went shopping with

St John’s International School

Mademoiselle Tessier because we were
too young to go alone. So we had a look in
shops like New Look and Primark … I bought
some t-shirts in Primark. The time went really
quickly and in a moment it was 3:45pm, the
time to go back to the meeting point and we
were late!! So we ran back to it. We got on
the buses and went back to school.
At school we tried on our new clothes
and chatted about our unusual and
remarkable day!!!!

International
Programme

Laser Clay Pigeon Shooting
At the end of January, the boarders
enjoyed a day of Laser Clay Pigeon
shooting as one of their weekend
organised activities. The drizzly, grey
weather failed to dampen the spirits of the
students, all of whom participated and
were extremely enthusiastic about the
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event. The space and facilities at St John’s
formed an ideal area for the students to
develop their skills in this popular activity.
A running score was kept and Antoine and
Fran were the overall winners, but a great
time was had by all.
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Holy Trinity International School

Operation Smile to China
By Mr Marius Jerling, High School

Operation Smile is an international
organisation that fund raises for,
and coordinates, the operations for
corrective facial surgery for children
with cleft palates. International School
Helderberg has been supporting this
organisation for some years now and as a
token of their appreciation, Operation Smile
sponsored two of our students; Ryan le Roux
and Gwyneth James, under the guidance
of Mr Jerling to visit China as a result of
their hard work, dedication and support
to the Operation Smile Organisation. They
represented South Africa at a leadership
conference in Beijing.
The annual International Student Cultural
Exchange conference held in Beijing China
teaches young adults from across the globe
about leadership and responsible living. This
year there were almost 800 delegates from
23 countries that spent the week in seminars,
breakout sessions and off site visits to wellknown landmarks – the Great Wall of China,
Forbidden City and Tiananmen Square. The
theme of this year’s conference was “NOW
IS THE TIME”. The emphasis was placed on
the role of young people in the future of their
countries and the world. A large portion
of the conference was spent on leadership
development and way for young people to
get involved in their communities to make a
difference in the lives of people.

One of this year’s key note speakers was
Braam Malherbe (he and David Grier ran the
length of the Great Wall of China in 2006).
He summed up the conference perfectly
with his “DOT” campaign. “DOT” stands for
“Do One Thing” and if we all were to follow
this philosophy we can surely make the
world a better place.

The students that attended the conference
would like to extend this challenge to one
and all. Go out and “DO ONE THING” with
a simple act of random kindness and you
will understand that the greatest gift you can
receive is that of giving.

Students from Kidderminster’s Holy
Trinity International School (HTIS)
enjoyed an educational visit recently to
Berlin, a visit undertaken jointly with
King Charles 1 School as part of the
schools’ History studies.

Marius Jerling and Braam Malherbe on the Great Wall of China

Science on Stage Delegation in Copenhagen
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Travelling by coach from Kidderminster to
the Kreuzberg district of Berlin, students had
the opportunity to visit the Sachenhausen
Concentration Camp as well as the Bell
Tower of the 1936 Olympic Stadium before a
lesson in German and a shopping expedition

in the town to practise their newly acquired
language skills.
HTIS Head of English, Mr Ernest
Carwithen, stated: “Supporting student
study through practical activity both
enhances understanding and enjoyment of
a subject.
Berlin is a lively and multi-faceted city,
aware of its past, but also looking to the
future. The Reichstag’s glass dome, designed
by Lord Norman Foster, enables people to
stand and walk above their political leaders
in the chamber below – deeply symbolic for
a city with Berlin’s past and for our students
the essential message of the trip was to learn
from history and to apply that learning to
making a better future.”
A full programme of activities throughout
their stay encompassed a visit to the Wansee
Villa, where the Final Solution was agreed.
The students’ next planned trip is
to Northern Germany to visit Husum,
Kidderminster’s twinned town.

International School of HELDERBERG

SEK Budapest International School

The numerous Hungarian delegations
of winners of the national competition
Science on Stage spent a memorable
week in Copenhagen sharing their
experiences in teaching and learning
science with the other participants
from 26 countries. The European
science festival ‘Science on Stage 2011’
was organized in Copenhagen, Denmark,
from 16th to 19th April.
Our seven students and their teacher
presented the posters and documentary

Willkommen in Berlin – History
students benefit from visit

about Alice in Chemistryland, their chemistry
project that shows how science can be
studied in many different ways that are
not always conventional. They proudly
represented their school, SEK Budapest,
and showed once again that their work,
motivation and knowledge exceeded the
school level.
Of course, after the official program there
was enough time to explore Copenhagen,
visit a few museums, and enjoy the trip.

International Day
on 29 October 2011!
International day at the International
School of Helderberg is looked forward
to with anticipation by all members of
the school community. As an IB World
School we strive to show open-mindedness
and tolerance and this is one of the ways in
which we celebrate our individuality while
working together as a real community. We
hosted our bi-annual International Day at the
International School of Helderberg on 29
October 2011.
With each class from Early Childhood 1
right up to Year 11 participating in presenting
a fabulous show to our audience including
an Aboriginal dance, a traditional Indian
fairy tale and a wonderful representation of
the colourful mix of cultures in South Africa;
our audience was culturally edified. To add

balance to the day we had mouth wateringly
delicious food and games and activities for
the whole family.
The highlight of the day for the adults and
students alike was the art auction where
works from across the school were auctioned
off in a tense silent action. Auctioned off in
the good old fashioned way were the iconic
image taken by Greg English of Nelson
Mandela and Winnie Mandela on the day of
Mr Mandela’s release on 11 February 1990
and a stunning oil painting by talented Cape
Town based artist, Gavin Collins.
Thank you to every member of our school
community who helped with preparations
for the day and everyone who participated.
It was magic. We look forward to seeing you
all at our next international day!

Lots of colourful fun at our International Day!
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International School

St John’s International School

Blue Week on the ocean wave
On Monday 3 October 2011 some
intrepid travellers set off for their
adventure on the high seas aboard
the Cervantes Saavedra. They sailed
from Valencia on a beautiful morning with
a gentle breeze behind them, heading for
Mallorca (Palma).
The entire group of staff and students
from St John’s, and other schools in
Spain, met up for some sightseeing in
Valencia. The Hemesferic Planetarium in
the city’s Science and Arts Park formed the
backdrop for many group photographs.
Meanwhile their luxurious tall ship
awaited. As a new dawn broke over the
horizon, the St John’s contingent prepared
to set sail on their adventures.
The students all settled well into their
accommodation on board, which was
quite compact, but they quickly adapted
to their environment. The crew set about
teaching the students how to take part in
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running the ship, with activities such as
knot tying, sending distress signals using
flags and first aid at sea.
Everybody was extremely impressed
with the standard of traditional Spanish
food on board; they enjoyed three
delicious meals a day as well as being
given additional snacks.
On arrival in Palma the students took
part in a cultural tour, visiting La Catedral
de Mallorca and the Caves of Drach. The
local Spanish press also marked the boat’s
arrival in Palma.
The students had a very positive
experience, learning the value of
teamwork within a different community
and making friends with pupils from
schools around Spain. Although the
language barrier was a challenge the
students from St John’s rose to the
occasion and immersed themselves in the
Spanish culture.

Kindergarten
March 2012

SEK Budapest
International School

Evening for HTIS students experience
Rhymes and Ecuador world Challenge
Reason
The fifth annual International
Schools’ Poetry Competition 2011,
in the Corinthia Hotel, hosted by
Britannica International School was an
unforgettable experience for all of us
from SEK.

Sophia Harris-Potts

Anabella Grant
and Eleanor Fryman

Kindergarten children have continued
to do work based on the theme of
‘Around the World’. They have brought
in items from places they have visited, which
have been displayed in the classroom, after
the children have had the opportunity to tell
their friends about them. The children have
looked at five countries, including Mexico,
Bangladesh, China, France and Africa and
have completed many activities on these
countries including tasting authentic foods
and dressing in national costumes. Hamzas
brought his mum in not only to talk to the
children about her culture, but also to
made pakoras, samosas and sweet carrot
rice pudding that the children tried and
devoured! The children have learnt to count
to 5 in various languages too. A tepee has
been set up in the book area for children
to sit and enjoy quiet time looking at and
sharing stories with their friends.

Holy Trinity International School

During the summer break, students
from Holy Trinity International School
went on a month-long expedition
to Ecuador with World Challenge
Expeditions, a trip jointly organised
with King Charles 1 School in
Kidderminster.
Visiting a village near Imbarra, the
students helped locals by strengthening
a river bank by placing gabions at its base,
a technique whereby rocks are packed
into baskets.
Assistant Leader for Holy Trinity
International School, Geography
teacher Mr Ron Jackson, stated:
“It was an absolutely fantastic trip and
one the students from both schools will
never forget.”

Organised as part of the students’
enrichment studies, the many
photographs taken during the trip are now
displayed around the school and are being
incorporated into this year’s Geography
studies.
Said Mr Jackson: “We visited the capital
Quito, the world-famous Otovalo market,
spent a week in the jungle, swam in hot
volcanic springs near Tena, trekked for four
days to reach the dizzy heights of 5000m
on the active volcano of Cotopaxi, as well
as rafting on a tributary of the Amazon.
“We have so many memories: stunning
scenery, the heat, the altitude, but above
all the people - their music and their food wonderful.”

Our five representatives, Christina
Olgaard, Laura Patik, Stephanie Krenyitzky,
Dylan Lasso and Annya Cvetkovic
together with fifty-eight students from five
international schools competed in four
different categories.
Poems chosen ranged from the comedy
of Roger Mc Gough to the high Romanticism
of John Keats. For American poet Andrew
Singer as a judge, it was almost impossible
to distinguish the best among the best.
His own words – this year’s competition was
the strongest and the standard the highest –
confirm that it is a great honour to be among
the winners. And SEK Budapest had two
winners, Dylan Lasso, third place in 12 to 14
Year Old category and Annya Cvetkovic, first
place in Over 14 Year Olds category. The
winners’ medals and prizes were presented
by Dawn McKen, Deputy Head of Mission at
the British Embassy.
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5 weeks in Boca Prep... ...again
János Forster, 10th grade student

I was there last year for the same
amount of time, but the place still had
more things to share with me.
I was glad that all the teachers were
still putting their hearts into what they
were doing, which helps the students
concentrate and anticipate everything they
are about to learn. The exchange students
had the chance to participate in the school
science fair, and rate the experiments
made by the other students.
Just like last time, the school arranged
activities for the students on Saturdays to
show us more of the country and culture of
the people living there.
We went to Miami Zoo which was really
educational and at the same time fun. The
South Florida Fair had a great exhibition
of everything you can consider truly
American from Pop-cultural icons to cars
and food, including Universal’s Islands of

Adventure, where we stayed for two days
trying to satisfy our hunger for rides.
If there is anyone who hesitates in
making a decision, I can tell you without
wavering: do it, it is going to be an
unforgettable experience, and will stay
with you throughout your life.

Boca Prep
International School

International Tennis
Tournaments
By Marta Ferraris, Grade 10 student

The size of this school does not
influence its importance. As we all know,
the Evert Tennis Academy is just across the
street from Boca Prep and many students
live in the academy dorms. They train five
hours per day for tournaments. Right now,
many students and other tennis players go
international and play in other countries. For
example, some tournaments are taking place
in Mexico. For how long? It depends if they
keep winning matches. If they lose they go
back home, if they win, they keep on playing.
For example. In March three of our
students went to Guadalajara, Mexico and
played in a tournament. They missed many
days of school, but they did it for a good
reason - to support their passion. Boca Prep
is very organized and helps students to
catch up on exams and homework so the
student won’t feel lost or off track. This is an
important part of our performance program.

News

St John’s International School

Sidmouth sports team beat the heat in Ecuador
Five St John’s students battled in
searing heat to represent their school
at the SEK international sports event
in Ecuador. Accompanied by Deputy
Head Mike Burgess, the five 12 and 13-yearolds from St John’s International School,
Sidmouth, brought home two trophies,
including the tennis championship won by
Katie Wiltshire.
Katie, 12, Ashleigh Smith, 12, Tristan
Innes-Kruger, 12, Hope Burgess, 13 and
Kathryn Simmins, 13, took part in the Intersek
Deportivo Mundial 2011 sports contest in
Guayaquil, Ecuador. The Sidmouth team
joined forces with children from a school at
Eiris, in southern Spain for the mini-Olympics
contest, after receiving a huge welcome at
Guayaquil airport at the start of their
12-day trip.
Mr Burgess said: “It is the first time the
school has entered. We took an elite squad
and it was no surprise to me that our students
were up for the challenge.”
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Up against 16-year-olds, they competed
in various sports, such as athletics, football,
volleyball and basketball, as well as
swimming, tennis and table tennis. The
Sidmouth team did well during the contest,
winning heats against older competitors,
and Katie, whose mother Sue is a tennis
coach, took on a huge challenge, playing
against a 16-year-old from Chile in the
girls’ tennis singles finals. In 33 degrees
centigrade, Katie was soon down three

games to love. Mr Burgess could see she
was suffering in the heat and went on to the
court and threw water over her to revive her!
“She went back on court and lost the first set
6-3 but played so much better,” he said.
Although Katie lost the singles final,
she had to play her doubles finals straight
after, which she won, this time partnering
Sabita from the local school against her
singles opponent. “We then had to play
the championship tie break, which was one
set, and I won,” said a delighted Katie, who
received a glass trophy.
Hope, Kathryn and Tristan said they all
enjoyed competing and relaxing on the
beach afterwards. “It was really fun,” said
Tristan. “I would go again. It was a really
good cultural experience because of the
diversity of nationalities. There were so many
from Spain and Mexico and they all spoke
really good English.”
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International School of Hout Bay

Book Week

A Tour of Parliament

Refurbished,
renewed and
restocked!

By Gill Baxter

Sixth Form students Olivia Grove and Jo Dearden

As part of their Sixth Form studies
and A level Citizenship course
Mr Dunnington arranged a visit to the
Palace of Westminster and a meeting
with Mark Garnier, MP for Wyre Forest.
Also invited to take part in the visit were Mr
Carwithen and the Year 11 students studying
GCSE History.
The coach journey to London started
at 7.30am as the group had to be at
Parliament by 11am. After completing
security arrangements the party assembled
in Westminster Hall, the oldest part of
the building, completed in 1099; Barack
Obama met the members of the Lords and
the Commons there last year. Parliamentary
guide, Elizabeth, greeted the students and
led the two hour tour; she had incredible
knowledge of the history of the Palace of
Westminster and was a fountain of political
anecdotes to both entertain and educate
the group. The students were given an
extensive tour of both the House of Lords
and the House of Commons; they were able
to see where the Queen robes for the State
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Opening of Parliament and where MPs go to
vote on the Bills under debate. During their
tour they were able to see MPs around the
corridors getting prepared for the afternoon
debate, including Dennis Skinner and
Menzies Campbell. Lord Digby-Jones and
Sir Michael Grade were also evident.
At the end of the tour Mark Garnier met
the students in the Central Lobby, the heart
of our democracy in action where people
can exercise their right to lobby their MP. The
students questioned MrGarnier on his role
as MP for Wyre Forest and on the business of
Parliament. They were most interested in his
views on student university fees.
After the visit to Parliament the party split
into two for the late afternoon activities.
MrCarwithen took the A level and GCSE
students to view the Wartime Cabinet
Offices. This is an interactive exhibition
retelling the events of World War II but also
questioning the students on their studies of
Winston Churchill.
MrDunnington took the rest of the
party on a tour of Whitehall. They visited

the Cenotaph; 10 Downing Street and
Horseguards Parade. The weather in the
afternoon was below zero so the walk down
the Mall had to be abandoned in favour of
time in Trafalgar Square and the National
Gallery. Whilst crossing the road in Trafalgar
Square the group had a near miss as Sir Alan
Sugar’s Rolls Royce drove across the zebra
crossing!!!
The groups came together at 5pm for
an evening meal at the Bistro in Covent
Garden— a long day, but the next day in
school both teachers were greeted by
the students with their thanks for a most
exhilarating educational visit.

MP Mark Garnier, Mr Carwithen, & Mr Dunnington

Book Week is always a big event
on the International School of Hout
Bay’s annual calendar. Each year a
theme is chosen, books are selected and
then parents are enlisted to help decorate
the classrooms. There is always great
excitement when the classrooms are
opened and the children see how their
classrooms have been transformed.
Book Week is an opportunity to enjoy
literature and to reaffirm the importance of
reading, listening, stories and imagination.
Each class has celebrated one book,
and made it the focus of the teaching
and learning. There has been time for
DEAR – Drop Everything And Read and
many classes are to be found silently
absorbed in their books.
This year we chose an international
theme, with each class choosing a story
or folk tale from countries from around the
world. The Year 1’s chose a book called
The Dragon Kite. A wonderful Chinese tale
about a kite maker and Chinese New Year.
The children enjoyed many fun-filled
activities, highlights being…
• Stir Fry Day
• Story Night
• Dress up Day
• Chinese Lantern Painting

St John’s
International School

Miss McDonald

Dress up Day

The new science lab in action!
After months of planning, our new ‘state of
the art’ science lab is here. Year 10 IGCSE
science students have been fully utilising the
new facilities and equipment by investigating
the speed of chemical reactions.
I am also delighted to announce the arrival
of our newest member of the department
– Miss Cotton, a Chemistry and PGCE
graduate. Miss Cotton will be teaching
Years 7 upwards for both Science and ICT.
Both myself and Miss Cotton launched
our new STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) club during
the Autumn Term and we look forward to
inspiring students to open their minds to
their potential to become the engineers
and scientists of the future!!

Chinese Lantern Painting

…to name a few!

SEK Budapest International School

Kukamese – Recycling Tale
In March our youngest students took
part in a special educational program
about recycling and attended a
performance of Kukamese – Recycling
Tale. They listened carefully to the recycling
characters such as Üvegénia, Komposztanyó,
Poli Eszter, Papír Pali and the others. Each
character taught them how to protect
our environment and also through tales
and songs called their attention to the
importance of recycling.

Apart from being a love story, the play,
written by Mária Hendry and the Kossuth
awarded-writer Balázs Radványi, also
includes a great emphasis on the fight
between the residents of ‘Selective Island’
and ‘Poison Land’. By the end of the story,
Greenhaired Fairy saves the environment.
The young audience enjoyed the
performance very much, and even more
important, learned why and how to use a
recycling system.
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Year 4 Wortelgat Camp Adventure

The stone cottage accommodation in which we bunked.

On Wednesday 13th April 2010 the
Year 4s set off on an adventurous camp
to Wortelgat in Standford. Amidst much
excitement and anticipation the children
boarded the bus and said goodbye to
Ms van der Merwe. It was a very long, but
scenic drive and the children caught up on
conversations and played a few card games.
On arrival, the children were seated and
filled in on the camp do’s and don’ts and
divided into different camp groups. It was

then time to move their luggage into their
cottages and make their beds. The children
felt very much at home and some commented
that their accommodation was 5-star.
Lunch was served and the children all sat at
tables like one family. After lunch the children
took part in team-building relays on the
banks of the lagoon.After a delicious dinner
of lasagne and salad, we all got ready for our
night walk. Dressed up warmly and armed
with torches and eager minds, we ventured
out into the night. The moon was bright and
helped light the way for us, as we split into
two groups.
During the walk we had to match up
animals to their paw prints on special posters
along the trail. This was challenging and
fun! Both groups met up at a designated
resting area and sat quietly, listening to the
sounds of the evening and enjoying some
star gazing.
Roxy (our camp leader) taught us about
Orion’s Belt and the Southern Cross and
she even showed us how to identify these

constellations. We also learnt how to use the
Southern Cross when telling direction.
After returning to camp, tired and
exhausted, all the children got ready for
bed, took hot showers and sorted out their
sleeping bags. Lights out was at 10pm and
after much whispering about our first day
of camp, exhaustion got the better of the
campers and they all drifted off to sleep.
Early the next morning, we were greeted by
fresh air, birdsong and a beautiful day, as we
made our way to breakfast. Excitement was
buzzing around
the breakfast table
as the children
all shared stories
and thought of
the day ahead.
After our French
toast and cereal,
they washed up
their dishes and
got ready for the
The beach where we played
sand-dune games.
beach.

Boca Prep International School

By Alejandro Gomez, Grade 11

Every year, the 5th, 8th and 10th
graders take a “step up” into middle
school, high school and Diploma
Program respectively. Step-up day
allows students to learn fromtheir future
teachers, coordinators and older peers
and to get excited about the approaching
chapter in their education.
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The day was especially significant for
MYP 5 pupils, now deciding whether to
pursue the full IB Diploma or IB certificates.
“I expect the next two years to be much
more intense. I am excited to hear about
TOK, the extended essay, and the other DP
components,”Marta Ferraris (10th grade) told
me before the conference. Her expectations
proved true as Mrs Hutton explained the IB

After our delicious dinner of braaied
chicken and sausage we got ready for ‘Stalk
The Lantern’. Once again we divided into
groups and had to sneak, crawl, and scheme
to reach the lantern, through the bushes in
the dark. The lantern was guarded and it
proved more difficult than initially thought.
However, after a couple of tries we finally
had a winner!
Sadly, our camp had to come to an end
and we all packed up ready to go. As we
headed for breakfast it came to our attention
that a porcupine had broken into the kitchen
and eaten our sweetie supply! Who knew
porcupines liked to party and eat Rolo
chocolates and Wine Gums?
After one more nature activity based on
our environment we climbed back on the
bus and headed back home.
Over all, the Year 4’s had a fantastic camp.
It was filled with wonderful moments and
many fond memories were made. Thank
you to all the Year 4 children for joining
us and to everyone else who made this
experience possible.
Warm Wishes,
The Year 4 Teachers

SEK Budapest International School
The fifth graders began their step up day in science class
with Mr Liu, here pictured he and Rosalie Wessel, grade
6, are helping out the fifth graders Isabelle Staack and
Camilia Mohamed visiting the class.

Step Up Day – Boca Prep

We embarked
on another walk
but this time our
destination was
the ocean. It was a
long walk, through
the nature reserve,
but it was worth
it when we were
welcomed by
the breathtaking
Luke Knowles (8 yrs) ready to
show everyone how it’s done!
coastline on the
private beach.
Shoes were kicked off and smiles were
beaming as we headed towards the water.
Before splashing about in the waves, they
chased their friends up a huge sand dune
and some rolled back down! The next
challenge set for the children was to work in
groups in a sandcastle-building competition.
We headed back to camp for lunch and
some free time, where soon after we did
some more fun team building activities such
as rock climbing, Spiders Web, Chinese
puzzle and making a mobile from natural
resources. To complete these activities
successfully, the campers had to encourage
and support each other.

hexagon and Josh Jayasinghe (12th grade)
added tips for success. For Sara Brenes,
also in 10th grade, the day was very useful.
“I’m still undecided, but knowing what
the Diploma would do for me and what I
would have to give up to get it helps.”
Aviva and Shoshanna Kogan (8th grade)
gave me a joint account of their day. “Paul
Barish (12) told us about the good and
bad things about high school and gave
us a heads up on the harder classes,” said
Aviva. “I learned that the most important
thing to do is stay on track,” said her
sister. Remembering their last step-up
day in 5th grade when they learned about
lockers and different teachers, the twins
reflected:“Step up day lets you know that
you are moving up to a whole new level of
learning.” Good luck to them all!

It’s all about multimedia
The use of Information Technology
in modern life is indispensable: our
students are digital natives who easily
live by the rules of technological
devices. Therefore, technology-based
educational facilities must be up-to-date
and user-friendly. We were pleased to start
the new academic year with a renovated
computer lab in order to create a more
efficient learning environment.
But that was not all. The whole school
community was waiting for the opening of a
new school library.
March 8th did not start like the other
school days. There were students, parents,
relatives, and visitors, all excited about our
bi-annual Open Day, and probably even
more excited about the new SEK Budapest
Library and Multimedia Room. It is a modern
multifunctional space that can be used for
classes and presentations, as well as a place

for studying, preparing work, or simply for
resting in a quiet environment, reading some
books or magazines.
Next school year will bring new projects...

Looking fabulous
and learning too!
Over to Year 3…
By Cleo, Tim and Abigail, Year 3

“On Tudor Day we came to school
dressed as Tudors and we looked
fabulous, as you can see in the
photo!
Miss Harvey-Jones wouldn’t let us
into the classroom to work unless we
proved that we could stand tall and sit up
straight. It was very scary! When we did
reach the classroom we began our day
by practising our handwriting,Tudor style!
We found it very hard to write with quills
and ink pots... getting all of the swirls
and curls right was very tricky too! Even
worse was that we had to make sure we
sat properly and quietly or we had the
cane to worry about!
Miss Harvey-Jones had some Tudor
music that we listened to and eventually
she taught us a Tudor dance that would
have been very popular with King Henry
VIII! It was very funny to watch ourselves
hopping around the room and bowing
to each other. After teaching hers to us,
we had to make up our dance to teach
to her, using the different Tudor moves
that we had learnt. We performed these
to each other to share ideas and learn
from one-another. If we were going
to be attending a Tudor ball we had to
have some masquerade masks... well
you guessed it, that’s what we did next
- we made masks to carry at the dance.
We learnt Tudor games later on in the
afternoon, as well as being coached in
fencing and jousting skills. At the end
of the day our parents came to hear all
about our day and see the dances. We
had lots of fun and it was really interesting
to learn so much more about the Tudors!”
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Reception Year
Family Tree Project

My Planet, That
Pile of Rubbish,
and Me
Reflections from Year 6

Olympic School
Plaque
Drew Park, P.E. Department

With this year being the Olympic year,
we at Grantham Prep have pulled out all
the stops to think about the values and
meanings surrounding the Olympics.
With our hard work based on Olympic
displays and values, our school received
the prestigious Olympic plaque, to
reward us for all of our enthusiasm.
In school, during PSHE and
assemblies, the children have been
learning about the values of the
Olympics and the Paralympics. They
have learnt about the different events
that take place and have enjoyed
discussing the importance of these
special values.
As part of our summer activities the
children will be taking part in a miniOlympics, including the presentation
of medals and wreaths. They entered
a “Design a Torch” competition and
hopefully will have an opportunity to
watch the genuine Olympic torch pass
through Grantham in July.

By Gryphon Botha, 12 yrs

When the outing started we looked at
things made out of “stuff” we usually
throw away, such as a toy vehicle made
out of drink cans. Each table had a red
pillar with a number on it (like the restaurants
have). When I inspected these ‘red pillars’, I
saw that they were empty Nestle containers!
(In case you hadn’t noticed, our outing was
about all the rubbish people throw away.)
Not long after that we were told that there
are 3 million people in Cape Town and that
each person throws away 1kg of rubbish a
day, which came as a shock to me!
Our waste instructor, Anton, was a little
amazed that one of us suggested sending
garbage into space (a ridiculous idea,
because of the fuel we burn, the money it
costs and the damage we do to the ozone
layer.) At one point he told us garbage
wasn’t sent to a dump, it was sent to a
landfill, (which is filling up all right) and that
we can’t truly throw something away, we can
only move it out of residential areas.
My class and I were watching a short clip
about recycling. A lady said all you had to do
was walk up to your nearest glass bank and
put your used glass in. The only problem is I
have no idea where my nearest glass bank is.
My dad says it costs a lot of money to recycle
one glass bottle.

SEK Budapest International School

Rock and Roll Fever
Rock and Roll fever has hit SEK
Budapest!
Our former student Zsófia Gál,
Hungarian Acrobatic Rock and Roll
champion is back at SEK Budapest
teaching the younger generation the
magic of dance. Whether singles, pairs
or groups, they are all coming home
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with medals, mostly golden, from every
competition they enter. And it is not just
for girls anymore, there are plenty of boys
competing as well.
Nowadays synchronized moves can be
seen through the hallways as teams are
practicing and taking every opportunity to
show off their moves!

BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Anton, our waste instructor, sharing some astounding facts
on waste management.

Things I learned
• Plastic is made of oil.
• Cape Town produces 3 MILLION KG OF
WASTE A DAY.
• Glass is easy to recycle.
• You can make beautiful hats and bags out
of old plastic bags (shopping kind), which
is pretty nice, I think.
• Not all adults who teach you want you to
call them by their surnames, which is
nice too.
My conclusion
We produce a lot of waste, plastic is made
of oil and we must recycle, (or life will end in
45 years time), not litter AND BUY ELECTRIC
CARS TO SAVE FUEL.

In Reception Year our second theme for
the year has been “My Family and I”.
We learnt about the important
role that each person in our family
plays. We also learnt about extended family
and how special our grandparents are to
us, as well as aunts and uncles. An example
of a family tree was shown to the children
from a wonderful book called “Let’s Look
at Families” by Laura Driscoll, which was
used during much of the discussion time
throughout the two week duration of the
theme.
Each child had to make their own family
tree to use as a talking point during their turn
for “show and tell”. Although some children
were a bit shy whilst talking, it was evident
that each child has a very special place in

their hearts for their family members.
There was a wide variety of family tree
projects, each one was different, showing
creativity and the child’s individual style.
Some children made posters and others
made 3D trees from cardboard and
styrofoam. One child brought in a pot
plant with all her family members (and pet)
hanging on the branches of the “tree”.
This project has been a wonderful
opportunity for families to get talking about
their family members and think of many
happy memories spent with their “nearest
and dearest”. We would like to thank
everyone for the effort they have put in and
for making this learning opportunity such
a success.

Drew Jackson (aged 5) and Eugenie Burger (aged 5) tree
Kiara Hall (aged
5) with her living
family tree

Holy Trinity International School

Business Expo proves positive learning
experience for students
Students from Holy Trinity
International School in Kidderminster
who attended the Chamber’s
Worcestershire Business Expo at
the Sixways Stadium recently, are
now putting their newly found
business skills and knowledge
to the classroom test.
As part of the school’s open and
active approach to education and
learning, Senior School and Sixth
Form students, together with the
school’s Head and Deputy Head,
attended the Expo to both promote
the school’s educational offer and
successes, but most importantly
to provide the students with the
opportunity of meeting the plethora
of Worcestershire businesses
in attendance.

Holy Trinity International School Head,
Mrs Pamela Leek-Wright, commented:
“What a fantastic opportunity to interact
and learn. The students asked questions,
discussed product ranges, economics, as

well as general business issues affecting
commerce today, and received offers of
possible future collaboration on projects
such as the Young Enterprise Scheme and
the prospect of developing reciprocal
opportunities beneficial to
all concerned.”
Manning Holy Trinity
International School’s stand as well
as singing a selection of rousing
songs, the students received
positive feedback on their ability
to interact with the business
community, their approachability
and the stunning selection of
students’ artwork on show.
Said Mrs Leek-Wright: “This type
of positive learning experience
provides students with a window on
the world of business not found in
any book or a classroom situation.”
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Senior
Production
a success
It all started with the auditions taking
place in the summer term; rehearsals
started in September. Week in week out,
weekends, late evenings, students from
the Senior School put all their efforts into
making “Oliver” one of the most spectacular
performances the school has seen.
Unique to this production was the work of
Mrs Schofield and her “tech team”. The set
and the lighting would have been worthy of
any professional theatre production.
The first night performance was attended
by the Mayor of Kidderminster, she officially
“cut the ribbon” for the launch of the new
lighting system; paid for by the Parents’
Association. The production was directed
by Mrs Vincent and Mr Walmsley and they
were justly proud of the whole cast; each
and every student performed to the highest
level and it really was a team effort. Particular
mention must be made of the lead actors;
Gabriella Mansell gave a humourous and
energetic performance as Fagin; Phillipa
Evans was a menacing Bill Sykes; Sophie
Bishop was captivating as The Artful Dodger;
Abby Catherwoodwas delightful as Oliver;
and in the role of Nancy, Millie Jackson was
superb—her performance of ”As Long As He
Needs Me” was spine chilling.
Over three nights to packed audiences,
the students thrilled the auditorium and
brought the classic Lionel Bart musical to life.

Milly Jackson as Nancy and Abby Catherwood as Oliver.
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International School of HELDERBERG

Patch Saturday 3 September 2011

Petőfi – Museum to Enjoy

by PATCH, the students
International School
packed and stacked the
Helderberg embraces
5c pieces to form the trunk
the spirit of giving
and roots for four hours.
(as well as the action
The spirit amongst the ISH
component of the PYP)
students at Waterstone
completely. We support
Village Shopping Centre
a local initiative that raises
was tangible. It was
funds for abused women
wonderful watching
and children called
them build the tower and
PATCH. Every year they
getting the attention of
host the ‘towers of hope’
all the passers by while
competition where schools
The International School’s magnificent
singing school songs and
are encouraged to raise
Tower of Hope constructed from
seeing the Year 1 students
funds in 5c coins and use
5 cent coins!
singing songs to motivate
them to build towers.
the high school students as they built their
There are prizes for the most innovative
beautiful tree. Our school won second
tower designs as well as the most
prize for the amount of money raised.
money raised.
This is an amazing achievement given
ISH wins the innovative design
that the other schools are at least 1,000
component every year that we have
participated and this year was no different. students strong! Our school won
R1 000.00 which will be given to a charity
With a beautiful copper tree rising out
chosen by the school community.
of the pvc pipe base that we were given

When 7th grade students visit an
exhibition in a museum of literature,
nobody expects a lot of fun. But the
recently renewed exhibition of famous
Hungarian writer Petőfi Sándor surprised
everybody.
The students had an opportunity to
learn many interesting things that are
never written in school books. Even more
interesting, the tour was organized in English
and Hungarian. To hear the well known
Hungarian verses translated into English
gave a new perspective to poetry, which

was a big discovery for our 7th graders.
Students also played computer games that
had to do with the events of the 15 of March
in 1848, the day of the Hungarian Revolution
that led to independence from the Austrian
Empire, and check their knowledge in
history in an unexpected way. To complete
the impressions, the students tried on typical
clothes from that time.
After all this, to write a poem in the style
of the most famous Hungarian poet, Petőfi
Sándor, was an easy task.

Myths and Legends abound
Year 5 took part in a Myths and Legends
Day. The children dressed in fantastic
costumes ranging from Greek Gods and
Heroes to more local mythical characters,
such as Robin Hood. During the day the
children embarked on a quest to save King
Noblus of Sidmouthicus from his evil brother
Shorteus. The children were split into three
groups - Zeus, Poseidon and Hades and their
quest was to find a Magical Egg laid by the
Eagle God, which gave its owner the power
to summon the gods.
To free the King, the class had to solve a
series of eight labours including puzzles,
tasks and quizzes. The answers to the clues
pointed to the location of the next labour.
Clues were located all over the school
including the chapel, different classrooms,
the library and the school office and included
terrifying battles with the Minotaur as well as
a science puzzle which involved retrieving a
clue from within a block of ice.

The final labour gave the children a map to
the location of the egg and eventually Zeus
Group found the egg buried deep in the
sandpit on the patio. The triumphant team
returned to Sidmouthicus to banish the evil
Shorteus and King Noblus was restored to
the throne.
We all had a fantastic day that we will
remember for a long time and thank you very
much to all the parents who invested a huge
amount of time in preparing the children’s
magnificent costumes.

Happy
‘Pudsey’
Day!

The school was particularly bright
and colourful on the day as many
children (and staff) dressed from a
different wardrobe that morning
in exchange for paying £1 towards
Children in Need. The kitchen staff
contributed, with over £50 being raised
by selling lovely, homemade cakes
and cookies and the grand total raised
stood at close to £300! Very well done,
everyone, in supporting such a
great cause.
Particular thanks go to Mr Noble for his
risk-taking approach—or maybe it’s what
he always wears away from school!?

St John’s International School

By Mr Shorthouse

St John’s
International School

SEK Budapest International School

BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Year 2 Outing to Panarotti’s Bayside
By Daniel Schlacher (Year 2) and Amanda
Schlacher (mum)

On Wednesday 16 March, the Year 2s
very excitedly climbed onto the school
bus to go to Panarotti’s restaurant for
their first outing of the year.
We were greeted by Mr Johnson who
shared his knowledge of the history of where
pizza comes from. Pizzas were considered
a peasant’s meal in Italy for centuries. The
first modern pizza was baked for Queen
Margherita by the baker Raffaele Esposito of
Naples. The Margherita pizza was named
after this queen.

The brief history lesson was followed by
the children experiencing the pizza making
process themselves. After washing their
hands, the excited children were allowed to
make their own pizzas. They enjoyed eating

their own handy work and washing it down
with a cool drink.
As a special treat for being so good, all
the children enjoyed an ice cream to end off
the outing. So now that they know how to
make pizzas, mom can take a night off from
cooking dinner and let their little one make
pizzas for the whole family.
This outing was an absolutely
mouth-watering experience.
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Year 6 PYP Exhibition
By Mr Dirk Esterhuizen, Year 6 Teacher

It is the fourth term of the year, and
the very last in the primary school
lives of the Year 6 students. It is an
exciting time, a time for celebration and
happiness. Yet the ever-abiding memory
of this joy should be based on a sense of
achievement. And this in turn rests upon
the opportunity granted to the students
to demonstrate, in a collaborative yet
independent way, their culminated skills,
attitudes and knowledge gained over the
years following various inquiries by means
of Organising Themes. This opportunity is
structured within the PYP Programme as:
The Year 6 PYP Exhibition.
Title of the 2011 exhibition:
Save the animals!
Central Idea:
Organisations are established across the
world to protect animals from exploitation
and extinction.
Community Project:
Animal Welfare Society Investigating animal
protection organisations: mountain gorilla;
tiger; rhinoceros; bald eagle; wild dog;
cheetah; African penguin; giant panda;
ghost frog; meerkat and polar bear.

• An inquiry into what organisations do in
order to save animals from extinction.
• An inquiry into how animal protection
organisations are structured.
The students performed very well on the
day. Junior and senior grades, teachers,
parents, relatives and general visitors were
most impressed by the effort taken in setting
up the exhibition. The various displays
were colourful, highly informative and
showed a depth of understanding based
on comprehensive research. Although
there was an initial anxiety, the Year 6
students soon started to enjoy themselves
and thus managed to persevere through a
long and tiring day. Growing pride in their
accomplishment was evident and they
must be commended for the dedication
and diligence over many weeks which has
resulted in an exhibition that compares with
the best. Well done to all of them. The entire
junior school wishes them every success
for their future in the senior school. Their
teacher is filled with pride.

The focus of the exhibition was:
• An inquiry into the exploitation
of endangered animals due to
environmental problems or for
financial gain.

International School of HELDERBERG

Celebrating the Royal Wedding
By Mrs Alice Louw, Year 2 Teacher

Children and staff enjoyed the Royal
Wedding celebration held just before the
Easter break. We had many princesses-intraining that wore their tiaras proudly throughout
the day. Our very own music teacher, Barbara
Muscat, played the role of 'bobby on the beat'
during break! An English tea was held for both
children, parents and staff with crumpets and
tea being served. The children in their various
classes wrote congratulatory messages to the
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royal couple and these were sent to Clarence
House. Congratulations to Samantha Nortjie
and Katherine Lott, whose dress designs won
our competition.

International School
of HELDERBERG

Book Week
2011!
By Ms Chloé-Anna
Liebenberg, Year 1 Teacher

We had a wonderfully
successful book week
last week! Children and
teachers had opportunities
to drop everything and
read throughout the week Eli as the alien that
and it was wonderful to
loves underpants
from ‘Aliens love
see students walking
Underpants’
around campus with
their favorite book tucked under their arm in
anticipation of the bell.
Congratulations to Catherine and Molly for
entering the correct answers for our reader
competition – it was tricky to see which
teachers were hidden behind the books, but
they used good strategies to find out who
they were!
Pyjamas, buddy reading and hot chocolate
Ready
the PYPwas
Exhibition
in theforlibrary
a great opportunity for
students in the high and primary schools to
interact with one another and it made me
really proud to see how the high school
students really took the idea of being a
reading buddy to the younger children on
board. They interacted beautifully and it was
a lovely shared experience.
The travelling bookshop gave us all an
opportunity to buy great reads for ourselves
and as gifts. The school also purchased some
great books to support the units of inquiry
and develop the school library. If you think
that the travelling book shop should visit
the school more regularly, please let the
office know and we may arrange for them to
come to the school again this year if there is
sufficient response.
The week culminated in an opportunity to
dress as your favourite book character with
prizes for the most innovative individuals
and class.
Congratulations to Eli (the alien that loves
underpants from ‘Aliens love Underpants’)
and Emma (an ugly sister from ‘Cinderella’)
as well as EC1 (many snow whites, dwarves,
a queen and a mirror). A special mention to
Mrs Louw for a fabulous interpretation of Max
from ‘Where the Wild Things Are’.

St John’s International School

Steve Voake visits St John’s School!
Steve Voake, local, successful
children’s author, has spent a day
working with pupils across both the
Junior and Senior school.
St John’s students had a treat when
Steve Voake came into the school to talk
to the classes about his experience of
writing stories and to run creative writing
workshops. Steve worked first with Key
Stage 4, giving them useful advice on
how to write short stories and focused on
the planning behind a narrative for Key
Stage 3. He read exciting extracts from
his books, ‘The Dreamwalker’s Child’ and
‘The Starlight Conspiracy’ to a captivated
audience from Key Stage 2 before being
interviewed by our budding journalists!
Key Stage 1 particularly enjoyed the
opportunity to hear some of Steve’s
shorter stories and enjoyed his humorous
approach! Many pupils were able to
purchase signed copies of Steve Voake’s
books, and it has been a real pleasure
to see so many of them with their noses
tucked into them already.
In 2003, when Steve was head-teacher
of a primary school in Kilmersdon,

Somerset, a bidding war broke out amongst
publishers and film makers for the rights to
his first novel, ‘The Dreamwalker’s Child’.
The deal he accepted with Faber and Faber
convinced him to give up his teaching job
and be a full-time writer.
Over recent years, he has published
many critically acclaimed novels all over the
world, including ‘The Web of Fire’, ‘Insect
Detective’ and ‘Blood Hunters’. He is also

responsible for the Daisy Dawson and
Hooey Higgins series, both of which are
extremely popular with readers aged
between 7 and 9.
All the staff and students agreed that it
was a privilege to welcome such a talented
and successful writer into the school. We
are grateful to have had the opportunity to
be inspired by listening to him and sharing
the wonders of his imagination.

International School of Hout Bay

Grease is the word...
“Grease” was the “buzz-word” around
the International School of Hout Bay for
the entire term and it was always being
“buzzed” about with enthusiasm and
excitement. It was tremendous to see so
many of our students auditioning, and as a
result, Grant Ruskovich and Judi Richardson
decided upon the musical “Grease,” as it
would provide the opportunity for everyone
to have a moment to shine.
And indeed each and every one of the
cast glittered in their own individual ways.
From the cute Cheerleaders, to the Silvery
Teen Angels, from the gold-studded Johnny
Casino and his Gamblers, to the uppity
teachers, the smooth Vince and the cooldude T Birds, and of course the indomitable
Pink Ladies - all came together in flashy

outfits, colourful creations and an abundance
of energetic moves and dance numbers.
With more than half the school being
involved in this production, it truly created a
marvellous spirit amongst the cast members
and back-stage crew. It was so fabulous to
see that, even when rehearsals had not been
called, pockets of students would come
into the hall to go through their steps or
encourage soloists who may be rehearsing
their songs.
So many people were involved in the
production behind the scenes, but one
person in particular deserved our accolade.
Our very own Grant Ruskovich, who not only
has vision, but with his own special style,
charisma and unbelievable eye for detail and
perfection, once again directed a production

that “brought the house down”!
Here is just one picture from our
colourful 2012 musical production
of GREASE!
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Diced, sliced and squeak on
the menu for students
Kidderminster students at Holy Trinity
International School are learning their
mash from their dice as the school takes
part in National Potato Week from the
1 – 7 October.
Organised by The Potato Council and The
School Food Trust who have joined forces
to help introduce new potato recipe ideas
onto school lunch menus, students from
throughout Holy Trinity International will take
part in potato based activities and sample a
range of potato dishes care of the
school’s in-house Chef, Simon Quill
and his team.
Said Simon: “Last week we
wanted to educate the children
about healthy eating, and to show
them how versatile healthy foods
can be, with one new dish offered
each day, they could add as much
or as little to their food choice as
they wanted.”
From fully-loaded potato skins
with bacon, Cheddar cheese, spring
onion and Worcestershire sauce, to
layered potatoes with carrots and

SEK Budapest
International School

St John’s International School

cheese, mashed potato with caramelised red
onion and cheese pie, dauphinoise potatoes
and the old family favourite bubble and
squeak using diced potatoes!
For Potato Week, Simon will be buying
his vegetables from a local independent
supplier to highlight fresh produce from
local suppliers.
Holy Trinity International School Head, Mrs
Pamela Leek-Wright, commented: “Potatoes
are an extremely nutritious vegetable and

A resounding success – the St John’s
Christmas Fayre 2011!

Simon and his team are always keen to
offer a variety of potato recipes for the
students to try.
By taking part in Potato Week we hope
to again highlight the fact that there are
numerous ways to eat this versatile vegetable
and that there is more to the potato than
just chips.”
As well as potato themed activities, from
the smallest in the Nursery with potato shape
drawing, students from across the school to
Sixth Form will have the opportunity
to investigate the many ways we can
use the potato.
“Cost effective, easy to harvest
and, in our current financial climate,
an ideal vegetable to buy. We hope
we can inspire the students to
explore the many culinary delights
of the potato.” said Simon. “It’s the
number 1 vegetable crop around
the world, rich in fibre and vitamins
such as vitamin C which makes it an
important vegetable for growing
children. In the future, we would love
to hold another Vegetable Week!”

Resounding thanks went to everyone
involved in the 2011 St John’s Christmas
Fayre. It was a brilliant effort on the part
of so many people (too many to mention
individually) and hopefully all the participants
and visitors enjoyed a really great day.
In excess of £2,500 was raised on the day,
which is significantly up on last year, so that
is fantastic.
Of course the Fayre is about raising money,
but it is also about creating a day which the
children can enjoy, and raising the profile of
the school in the local community.
Just on this last point alone, we would like
to say a massive thank you to the students.
From those who handed out leaflets on the
seafront and around town, to the boarders
who helped us and the stallholders set up,

down to even the smallest pupils (Herbie
in Reception must get a mention here) who
helped put their classroom back at the
end of the day. Many of the stallholders
commented on how fantastic the students
were – ‘so polite’, ‘unbelievably helpful’,
‘really lovely’ were just some of the things
they said.
We probably had about 100 ‘external’
people in the school on Saturday so it’s great
that they went away with such a positive
feeling about the school and the students.
We’ve already had a debrief meeting
about things we might do differently/better
for next year, so by the time you read this,
planning for the 2012 Fayre will be
well underway!

Student directs
the End of Year
Festival

This summer our festival was a little
bit different than before. 9th grade
student Dylan Lasso brought the story
80 Days around the World by Jules
Verne to our stage. He prepared the
script, distributed the countries and
put together the whole play. Typical
traditions of different countries were
presented by the classes through songs
and dances. We travelled from England
to France and then the storm led us off
Verne’s original route to visit Hungary
and Spain.
Students, parents and teachers all
enjoyed the trip around the world, and
Dylan…he said he would be happy to
prepare next year’s festival!

International School of HELDERBERG

Year 6 Field Trip to the Company Gardens
By Lorelei Niewoudt and Chelsea Ashton, Year 6

Our first two Units of Inquiry are called “As time goes
by“ and “Battlefields!“ and so our class went on a field
trip to the Company Gardens. We fed the squirrels and
pigeons peanuts and it was very cute. The next place we went to
was the National Library of South Africa. We were all amazed by
how many books there were and how old some of them were.
Then we went to the Jewish Museum. At the museum we learnt
about the Holocaust and it was very interesting. Then we went
down to the South African National Museum.
At the museum they had all different types of art such as
sculptures, paintings and drawings. We really liked looking at
the art work and trying to see what it meant. Then we went to
the Natural History Museum. It was fun to look at all the different
displays. We also went to St George’s Cathedral. The stained
glass windows were beautiful. We also walked past Tuinhuis
and the Houses of Parliment. We had a very good time!
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Cervantes Institute

Company Gardens

Natural History Museum

The group of upper grade students
has the opportunity every year to visit
Cervantes Institute and use their library
to do different activities in Spanish.
This year our students played with words
together with Mafalda, answered some
questions about famous Spaniards, and tried
AVE (virtual class in Spanish).

AVE is the new interactive way of learning
languages through exercises and games.
Our primary students can use it during school
classes to improve their language skills.
As part of our cooperation with the
Cervantes Institute, the Spanish Language
Exam DELE is organized for our students
every year in the school. This year 9 students,
mainly 8th graders, took part in the exam.
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Junior Primary Sports Day

By Kathryn Korcz, Headmistress

This year, the staff had their hard work
and determination to achieve rewarded
by the successful completion of an ISA
inspection and subsequent inclusion
in the ISA group of schools. The ISA
inspection was a short, interim, compliance
inspection; but many wonderful comments
were made about our school. They found
us to be a school which “successfully meets
its aims to develop young people who are
collaborative, communicative, enquiring,
respectful and creative individuals.” Also,”
we encourage our children to achieve their
full potential”. Becoming an Independent
Schools Association school means that we
will be inspected by ISI rather than OFSTED
and that our pupils can now participate
in a greater range of competitions across
all curriculum areas. The aim of their
organisation is in keeping with our own, to
promote excellence in all we do.

I caught it!

By Gill Baxter

This year the International School of
Hout Bay’s Junior Primary Sports Day
was held on 13 February. The children
were very excited and had spent all their P.E.
lessons training for the big day! They arrived
at school dressed in their house colours.

Everybody had a turn to show off their
skills and most of all to have fun. The children
ran, skipped, hopped, bounced balls,
caught bean bags and built stacking towers.
A good, fun day was had by all.

The Grantham Preparatory School

Trip to see Cleopatra
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The Year 5 and 6 classes
enjoyed a guided tour of
Imizamo Yethu on a hot
Friday Morning in February.
The tour began with a steep
walk up the hill which took us
past the recycling station and up
to the church hall.
Here the students were able to
give gifts of soft toys to the very appreciative
mothers aand babies.
We treated them to our school song
and gave our best rendition of the national
anthem. In return Africa, our tour guide, got
together a few ladies and gentlemen and
they sang some lovely African songs, with a
few of the students joining in.
We spent some time looking at all the
fantastic African art for sale and talking
to the locals.
There was a wonderful atmosphere and
everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy the
time together.
We hit the road again and continued
upwards in the searing heat. Imizamo Yethu
is a very lively place and there was always

IB Open Day

The costumes helped you to identify
which character was which, as the Roman
soldiers were in red costumes with helmets,
while the Egyptians wore dazzling colours, a
real contrast with the settings.

In conclusion, I would say that the
Northern Ballet told the story brilliantly and,
even though I was a little apprehensive
about seeing a ballet, I really enjoyed
the experience.

Boca Prep
International School

Year 5 and 6 Imizamo Yethu Tour Children Around
something going on. The
residents appeared very happy
and were extremely friendly.
At the top of the road is
the iKhaya le Themba after
care, where children can go
after schools. Here they run
programmes for the kids and
also teach lessons. Each child
is going to get their very own garden to
grow, and some parents will also be able to
produce their own vegetables.
It is wonderful that this facility exists and so
many people are getting involved to help
develop skills and improve education in
Imizamo Yethu.
Before we started on our descent, the
students gave the stationery and books they
had brought to the children.
The visit was a great eye-opener for the
students, and many commented on the fact
that we take so much for granted and that
they would be more grateful for the things
they have.
Many thanks to the Year 5 and 6 parents
that joined us and helped with transport.

SEK Budapest International School

By Ethan Archer, Year 6

In the Autumn term, class 5 and 6
went to see Cleopatra, presented by
the Northern Ballet Company, at the
Theatre Royal in Nottingham.
You could really easily follow the story,
from the way the actors were set up
and how they moved around the stage
throughout the production. The music
was really effective, for example, when
Mark Anthony was going to try and kill
himself, the tempo was slow and the music
seemed to have a “darkness” about it.
The choreography of the dance routines
was also very good because of the way the
characters danced to echo the rhythm and
pace of the music. The sets were very well
thought out. When the characters were in
Rome, the sets were all white, but when
they moved to Egypt, the set was old and
dusty, with carvings of Egyptian gods on
the buildings.

International School of Hout Bay

After 5 years of offering the
International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme (IB DP) in SEK
Budapest with 12 different subjects
and more than 40 students going
through the program, we felt
confident to organize the first IB
Open Day.
Parents, our students from 7th grade
up and guests could get general
information about IB DP as well as the
courses we offer, books, exams, etc.
The 11th grade IB students organized
IB Café with a unique Living Library and
successfully answered all the questions,
serious and less serious, showing how
much they appreciate this programme.
We plan to have more days and
activities like this.

the World

By Alba Karaduman, First Grade Teacher

The First Grade students applied
the IB Learner Profiles of being
Open-Minded, Communicators,
and Knowledgeable during our
International Show Case. Each
student was representing his or her
heritage and spoke about their culture
for International Day.
All students wore their native dress
attire and greeted everyone in different
languages. They also sang the chorus of
the song titled It’s A Small World.

Pictured is the First Grade class dressed up in their
native dress attire.

International School
of HELDERBERG

EC1 Visit
to the Vet
By Mrs Karen Walsh, EC1 Teacher

On Wednesday the EC1 class went
on a visit to the local ‘teva’ vet.
As part of their Unit of Inquiry, they are
finding out what animals need and how
important it is that we look after them
properly. The children were shown
around the surgery and met Majupo,
a dog who was rescued and nursed
back to health, some newborn pups,
the surgeries friendly black cat and a
few other animals who were recovering
from small operations. The children
learnt so much and came away with
many answers to their questions. They all
became so aware of their responsibility
to look after their own pets at home.
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Year 6 Field Trip to the Animal Welfare Society
After our tour of the
kennels,
we played with
On Wednesday the
the puppies. This was
2nd November 2011,
our favourite time of the
the Year 6 Class went
day. We played with
to the Animal Welfare
seven puppies and they
Society in Gordon’s
were all very playful and
Bay for our Exibition
energetic. We all wanted
Field Trip. When we
to take them back to
were there, we donated
school with us,
a bag of dog food, toys
but unfortunately
and R610-00 that we
Year 5 visit to the Animal Welfare
we couldn’t.
raised from our cake sale.
Once we left the Animal Welfare Society
First we looked at the cats. There weren’t
we went to McDonalds, the Strand Market
many cats but they were all very friendly and
and the beach in Gordon’s Bay. While at
enjoyed our company. We also looked at
the beach we explored around the shops
the dogs. They had 150 dogs of different
and bought a few things. The last thing we
breeds. We walked past all the kennels and
enjoyed was ice cream on the beach. We all
looked at all the animals. We were shocked
went home happy and proud of our good
when we went to the kennels where they
deed – covered in small scratches!
keep the injured dogs.
By Chelsea Ashton, Year 6

The Grantham
Preparatory School

Macbeth is a Hit
Esther Fraser, Drama Department

“By the pricking of our thumbs,
something wicked this way comes…”
The voices of the three witches rang out
as once again, the Young Shakespeare
Company enthralled, terrified and
amazed our children.
Using only four actors and minimal
props, the company managed to give
the impression of an army, a castle and
of course a blasted heath. The children
joined in as the wind and animals on the
heath. They marched against each other
as armies, took on the roles of various
characters and watched Macbeth and
his lady wife turn mad as guilt
consumed them.
A fabulous performance enjoyed
by even the youngest children. We
can’t wait for the next Shakespearean
extravaganza!

BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Our Favourite Kind of Books
The Birthday Book Project has been
an ongoing project in our school over
the past few years. It is a wonderful way
of ensuring that our school library is well
stocked with a variety of quality children’s
books.By participating in the project with a
donation of R100, the children are given the
opportunity to receive their birthday book in
assembly and take it home. The book is then
returned to the school library. In order to find
out which kinds of books were most popular
amongst Reception Year children
Mrs Hartung asked the Reception Year
children in her class some questions about
books and this is what some of them had
to say:

1. What kind of books do you like to
hear being read to you?
• Eugenie Burger: I like to read I’m a little
princess and I also like to read Monsters
Inc. I like animal stories.
• Buhlebenkosi Masuku: I like princess
stories and stories about horses.
• Drew Jackson: I like princess stories.
• Chukwuma Ezennia: I like books
about animals.
• Megan Le Roux: I like Cinderella and
fairy tales.
• Tazmin Pinto: I like princess stories and
Tinkerbell books.
• Kiara Macey: I like stories about animals,
especially stories about ducks and bears.
I also like counting stories.

Buhlebenkosi Masuku (aged 5) and Eugenie (aged 5)
enjoying “reading” books in the book corner.

Megan Le Roux (aged 5) and Drew Jackson (aged 5)
in the book corner.
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2. Do you prefer stories that have
animal characters or human characters?
• Eugenie: I like stories where the main
character is an animal.
• Buhlebenkosi: I like both.
• Drew: I like princess characters that get
married.
• Chukwuma: I like animal and people
characters.
• Tazmin: I like people characters most.
• Megan: I like people characters in fairy
tales.
• Kiara: I prefer animal characters
in stories.
From the other questions that were asked
it is evident that most of the children enjoy
listening to long stories.
All of the children enjoy stories that rhyme
and some even enjoy stories that have songs
and a CD. I hope that this information will
also be helpful when choosing bedtime
stories, happy reading!

BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Inter-IES Winter Sports Day and soccer report
By Mr Esterhuizen

On Saturday the 27 August,
International School Helderberg
organized the annual inter-IES sports
day. This year we included other schools
from our area as well and it proved to be a
wonderful day despite the cold and wind.
Students, parents and staff agree that it
was an enormous success. It was great to
observe real sportsmanship amongst the
players and to see parents, staff and students
alike supporting their teams. The highlight
of the day were the soccer matches played
– great excitement from all involved as the
students took to the field to show off
their skills.
What a marvellous day for the U/11 soccer
team. The first match against Blouberg was
fast and exciting. All the hard skills practise
leading up to the interschool’s tournament
proved well worth it. The team was confident
from the outset and good interplay was
sustained throughout the game. Although
Blouberg showed that they had a sound
skill base, they failed to penetrate our
defence. Ryan Wright is developing into a
highly efficient goalkeeper. He managed
the danger zone with flair and composure.
Keegan Dold was the usual rock steady
defender and the entire midfield ensured
continuity.
It was the strikers, however, who took
the opportunities – and their aim was on
the mark. Daniel van Dyk beautifully scored
twice and Amaan Jappie pounded the ball
four times into the net. Our team won this
match 6 – 0. The man of the match was
awarded to Amaan. The second match saw
Blouberg competing against Mondeo. It
was obvious that Blouberg were beginning
to find their stride, but Mondeo had a
strong defensive team and wouldn’t allow
the opposition through. With sustained
attack, the match ended with one goal
in favour of Blouberg. The last match
between ourselves and Mondeo appeared
scrappy at first, but soon settled down and
presented good rhythm. There were a few
tense moments when Mondeo broke our
defensive line, but our team was determined
not to allow the opposition to score. Thank
you to Henry Fischer who, as the substitute
goalkeeper, did sterling work. Again, the

strikers were energized by good support
from the midfield. Justin Shaw and William
Brederode were, as always, the mainstays.
And then we went into overdrive with one
goal to Daniel and four to Amaan who
received top accolades for this match too.
Daniel is commended for his wonderful
sportsmanship and leadership as captain
of the team, and for his perseverance
which ultimately presented just rewards.
All the team members are congratulated for
excellent play and must take to heart how
proud we are of them all. Well done!
ISH Soccer!

The Grantham Preparatory School

Help for Heroes
By Mr. Park, P.E. Department

At TGPS we have been very lucky
this year to work with Mrs Wilson, an
ambassador for the Help for Heroes
charity, to create a promotional video
for the Heroes Hat Trick national
school’s challenge.
Mr Park and Mrs Fraser helped to trial
the blindfolded obstacle course. The
children from Year Six took part in the
challenge which was recorded by Help

for Heroes, and which has since been
seen in schools around the country. The
promotional film was to inspire youngsters
to try a blindfolded obstacle course,
a three-legged obstacle course and a
wheelchair basket ball throw, in order to
raise money for this very worthy charity.
As a school we raised over £250 and our
children especially enjoyed completing
the challenge in the snow!
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From the classroom:

Our Writers

My Dad
(a descriptive
paragraph)
Jamie MorrisonYear 9

In Afrikaans, the Year 4s were studying the
theme of pets or ‘troeteldiere‘ and here are
some examples of their speeches which they
then presented orally to the class:
My Troeteldiere
Raphael Voyiatzis 9 years old.

Snoepie en Snowy is nie hondjies nie! Hulle
is karakters! Mense dink hulle is Jack Russells,
maar hulle is baie stoute kinders.Snoepie
is ‘n wêreldbekende model. Snowy is ‘n
Prinses.
Saam is hulle monsters. Snowy is mal oor
“Disney Cartoons” want sy kyk heeldag
televisie. Snowy is mal oor skottelgoed en
pak dit in die skottelgoedwasser. Ons noem
haar Snoopolux 9000!
EK is baie lief vir my Snoopy en Snowy.
Elke dag is ‘n avontuur met hulle twee.
My Troeteldier

Sy is wit met swart kolle. Haar gunsteling
kos is Nutriphase, die bief geur. Sy hou
van my kat Merrybelle, maar haar ouer
tweeling-boeties, Danie en Rufus, hou nie
van Merrybelle nie. Hulle hou van my perd
Pegasus. Ek is baie life vir my troeteldiere.
Dankie dat julle geluister het.
My Troeteldiere
TamzynTerblanche 9 years old

My troeteldier is ‘n Golden Retriever en haar
naam is Roxy. Sy het bruin oë en ‘n lang stert.
Sy is goud en bruin en het ‘n blink pels. Sy is
baie stout en hou daarvan om my pantoffels
rond te dra.
Roxy hou daarvan om in die tuin te
hardloop en met kinders te speel. Sy hou
ook daarvan om te slaap en baie te eet. Roxy
eet Vetschoice kos en eet drie maal ‘n dag.
Ons bad haar graag en sy is vier maande
oud. Ek is baie lief vir haar.

Luke Bowles 9 years old

Vandag gaan ek oor my troeteldier praat. My
troeteldier is ‘n kat en haar naam is Emma.
Sy het die mooiste blou oë. Haar pels is ‘n
room kleur en haar stert is swart.
Ek is baie lief vir my kat omdat sy ‘n
wonderlike persoonlikheid het. Dankie dat
julle geluister het!
My Troeteldier
Sonja Hanekom 10 years old

Goeie more almal!
Vandag gaan ek oor my troeteldier praat.
My hondjie is ‘n fox terrier en haar naam
is Lisa.
Haar basiese behoeftes is hondekos, ‘n
bedjie, ‘n dak oor haar kop en laaste, maar
nie die minste nie, liefde! Lisa is baie mooi.
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My Troeteldier

That smile of his that just lights up the
world. That laugh, which you can hear
from miles away. His weird, yet childish
sense of humour. My dad is my hero;
he's everything I could ask for.
Understanding and outgoing. Tall with A
LOT of brown hair (which he attempts to
flick as if he were Justin Bieber), his big
blue eyes, that sparkle with happiness.
My dad somehow has the will to forgive
anyone, for anything. He's probably the
most sensitive and most understanding
person I've ever met. His 'beer belly'
covers a heart of gold, and provides me
with a perfect cushion to rest my head
upon whilst watching Disney movies
with popcorn. He is a great NASCAR fan
and this is probably the most childish
thing about him. He dreams of one day
becoming a NASCAR driver, and would
like me to become one too. My dad is
my hero; my dad is my best friend. I love
how warm I feel in his presence, his tight
hugs which make me feel like nothing
will ever hurt me. Like a suit of armour.
His presence gives comfort after a bad
day. He always listens to everything I say,
which I guess is a blessing and a curse.
His support and just knowing that he will
always be there to catch me when I fall
means everything to me. I guess I could
say that I am a daddy's girl, because I
am, and will always be, my daddy's girl.

Jade Hansen 9 years old.

Goeie more klas, vandag gaan ek vir julle
vertel van my troeteldier. Haar naam is
Brownie en hy is ‘n hamster. Al is sy naam
Brownie, is dit nogal snaaks want hy is eintlik
wit en grys. Brownie eet graag sy neute en
sade en drink net water. In sy hok is daar baie
goed om mee te speel, maar haar gunsteling
is die wiel. Het julle geweet hamsters slaap
omtrent die heel dag?
Hy bly in ‘n pragtige, kleurvolle hok wat ek
een keer ‘n week skoon maak. Ek is baie lief
vir Brownie en sy is baie spesiaal vir my.
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The Milky Burp Fairy
By Eden Vaughan, Year 6

Most humans think a fairy’s life is just
collecting teeth and sprinkling fairy dust, but
you know what? They’re wrong!
My name is Juniper Tallulah. I’m a fairy
and I’m going to tell you how much work a
fairy has to do before even thinking about
collecting teeth.
Not every fairy has a human - you have
to earn your human by getting moss
merits - 289 in total. I’ll tell you about two
adventures when I earned some moss merits
and then you’ll see how much effort it takes
to get a human.
One time, my friend Cherry Animal and I
were playing tag by a family picnic. Without
warning, a sycamore seed came slicing
through the air and hit Cherry on the head,
knocking her into a cup of elderflower
cordial where she started to drown. I rushed
to a nearby tree, pulled out an ivy vine and

threw it into the glass, it looped round
Cherry and I pulled her out. That deed
earned six moss merits.
Another occasion was when I was on
hedgerow duty with my best friend, Barry.
Barry is a chubby goldfinch with a wonky
beak and shiny, ebony eyes. Barry’s nephew
was trying to fly, but some sparrows were
teasing him. I told him some jokes to calm
him down and before he realised it, he’d
fluttered away. Barry blew a raspberry at
the chattering birds, “Sparrows are such
doughnuts,” he said, and he’s got a point. I
earned one moss merit that time.
After earning my 289th moss merit, I was
finally put on the list for a human. I was told
to find a baby that had the same song in its
heart as me. When I found that baby, I had to
be there to hear its first milky burp and then
we’d be joined forever. So, I closed my eyes
and looked down into the chocolaty depths

of my soul and listened to the song of my
heart. For days and weeks I looked in prams,
nurseries, everywhere. I heard many songs,
but none that chimed with mine.
One day I was sitting in a lavender bush
with Barry, when a car whizzed by and I was
sure I could hear my song inside it. My heart
did a cartwheel. I jumped on Barry’s back
and we followed the car to a tall brick house.
When we saw a light in the top window, we
perched on the window sill and peeped
inside. We saw a baby girl lying in her cot.
I heard her mother say, “Goodnight Tara
May Jones.”
I flew over to take my first look at her funny
little face. Then, music to my ears, a gurgle
rose in her throat and she let out her first
milky burp. I bobbed up and down on that
sweet warm breath, bursting with pride,
while our hearts tinkled the same song and I
imagined all the adventures that lay ahead.

The Grantham Preparatory School

The Willow Pattern
An extract from the story of the Willow Pattern.
Recounted by Elizabeth Leadley, Year 5.

Long, long ago in China lived a rich and
powerful Mandarin and his greatest pride
and pleasure out of many of his sons and
daughters was his small daughter Koongse. Every morning, while the Mandarin
was dictating letters to the skinny old
scribe, Koong-se brought beautiful
blossoms to impress her father, the
Mandarin. One morning, Koong-se went
to see her father with her latest collection
of blossoms to show him. She skipped
into her father’s study where she did not
notice the new figure writing up letters.
“Oh father,” Koong-se cried, “I’ve got the
first apple-blossoms of the spring!”
“Marvellous, my little sweetheart,”
boomed the Mandarin in a cheery tone.
Koong-se gave him a smile of approval
and turned slowly to look out of the
window, which was streaming with golden
sunlight, but something was blocking her
view. A man! Koong-se stepped away
from him. Who was he?
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“Father!” Koong-se said, pulling a
worried face and pointing with a shaky
finger at the unrecognisable man.
“Oh, do not worry about him
darling,” the Mandarin said,
chuckling at his daughter’s
emotion and reaction, “He’s my
new scribe. Meet Chang, our
new scribe. I’m afraid our old
scribe retired to live out his last
few days in peace. He could not
keep up with my dictating,
you know.”
Chang stood up and bowed
to Koong-se. Koong-se could not
help smiling. This handsome young
man had instantly found the soft spot in
Koong-se.
The next day, Koong-se went into her
father’s study and saw her love, Chang.
Chang sneaked a letter to Koong-se.
Later on that afternoon, Koong-se read
Chang’s letter, it said:
“My love, Koong-se. You have truly made
me fall for you with your beauty and fairness.

I just need
to say…
Anna Nebolsina, Year 10

I’m running through the blowing wind
And blinding sunshine
My muscles are burning
and I’m tired
Some people saying that
I’ve lost my mind
Maybe they’re right
But I don’t see anything
Except what I’m running to
And it’s you
I’ll hug you so tight
And feel like those times,
When we were warming up
Near the fire.
I won’t talk much.
I just need to know that you are fine
And say something that I,
Should have said last time
Whether dawn brings light
Or sunset brings night,
These words won’t leave my mind

Holy Trinity
International School

Remembrance
As part of their history course Year 9
are studying the First World War. Jenny
Bateman was so moved that she wrote this
special poem for Mrs Townley and the class.
A truly wonderful poem Jenny, thank you
so much.
Through mud and blood they trudge and trek,
Though broken, damaged, shell shocked
wrecks.
Maddening wait for bullets hit,
In grimy trenches, gas lamps lit.
With shrapnel soaring—ghostly screams,
They pray to God flare lights beam.
And through the ages have we changed?
From monstrous, bloody, world war days.
Does greed and fear still reign our land?
And the future wars we withstand?
So remember the wars of time,
The bodies buried deep in lime.
A poppy’s a symbol for needless deaths,
Dulceet decorum est pro patrimori

BLOUBERG
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

The Year 10 students wrote a
wonderful poem in the Afrikaans
class on the topic:
“Being a teenager”.

Tienerjare
Ek was siek
Toe kyk ek ‘n fliek
Ek kon nie slaap
Toe tel ek ‘n skaap
Ek sit hier by die skool
Dit is so erg soos kool
Ek doen my wiskunde huiswerk
Sodat my juffrou dit kan merk
Ek sien my kêrel op die strand
Hy is so aan die brand
Toe vat ek my kans
En gryp hom en dans
By McDonald’s eet ek graag
Dit maak vol my maag
Daar ontmoet ons, ons vriende
En vorm sterk bande
Ek koop mooi klere
En duur juwele
Die vreugde om ‘n tiener te wees
Gee ons baie gees

Maybe you don’t need it
But please, be kind
Because every day I’m running to you
through the blowing wind
through the blinding sunshine
with the memories of the warm fire.
I just need to say “Goodbye”

Kyra van Gein, Monique du Plessis en
Iviwe Mayekiso, Year 10
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Autumn
By Joshua Lewis, Year 6

Autumn is like a child,
Carefully painting the leaves,
Copper, amber and gold,
Taking the leaves to his collection.
How I would love to read you the poetry I
have written especially for you, but I only
have a chance to do so if we meet in secret,
but you must promise me our love is a
special secret.”

Autumn is like a child,
He is happy and playful,
Running through the leaves,
Kicking them up as he goes.

Autumn is like a child,
His warm breath steaming,
In the cold air,
Ripping leaves off the trees,
Conkers falling to the ground.
Autumn is like a child,
Planting acorns and conkers,
And different seeds for the winter,
Watering them carefully,
While they wait patiently.
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Reader’s SEKtion
To read or not to read? We say YES!
SEK Budapest was very excited to start a
new online literary magazine this year. The
aim was to awaken the students’ appetite
for literature. The writers and editors of
the magazine Krenyitzky Stephanie, Patik
Laura, Szekeres Melinda and Dylan Lasso
Cester (under the supervision of the English
teacher, Miss Angela Milne-Kiss) have already
put out two magazines and are currently
working on the third. This magazine will help
students discover the fun side of books and
it will provide an opportunity to explore the
wonderful world of literature and poetry with
a wide range of articles, games and short
stories and poems written by SEK students
themselves. Here is a sample from the
magazine. Enjoy!

Christmas Poem
By Orsi S.Liddiard

Presents sitting under the tree
Mince pies for the eye to see
Suddenly we hear a snap
It’s Santa appearing with a crack.
Father Christmas feels jolly
At seeing the ivy and the holly
The icicles are slowly melting
On Rudolf’s nose, I’m sure he felt it!

An Ode

A Better World

By Ignacio Zaldivar De La Rica

By Connor Nicol

You are always there for me,
You wake up before I do,
You go to bed after I do;
You are always there for me:
You are the friend that impatiently waits,
And comfort me telling that it is too soon.
But when the moment comes,
I stop looking at you,
Betraying you.
But you don’t
If I get bored,
You are always there for me,
And you help me escape.

Ode to all you books,
With musty pages so inviting,
And coloured covers so enticing.

You are always there for me,
At the end of class,
At Christmas,
At New Year’s Eve,
Seconds before my birthday.
But time has passed,
Your two hands have turned too fast.
And the world has rejected you:
It first rejected your ’’ticking”,
Replacing your hands
By shining amorphous numbers.
Then Japanese and Americans,
Decided to destroy you,
Saying you are ’’uni-functional device”.
But I know you aren’t:
You give us happiness,
Elegance and charm,
And that beautiful,
Brilliant and terrific movement.

Some of our writers and editors at work

I will always be there for you:
I will always carry you.
No matter what it takes,
I will not betray you again.

Books to lift me when I am down,
And when I’m angry you bring me round’
Books, with stories of dragons and knights
And bearded old wizards
With the power of flight.
An ode to you books,
With worlds more interesting than this one,
If only I could escape to yours,
And bail out of this one.
To live the life of grand adventure,
To best many an enemy,
And never surrender.
To save the girl, and win her heart,
To have that chance,
I’d tear the Earth apart.
If only I’d been born,
To the blood of kings,
Or better yet,
A man with wings.
To fight for a cause greater than me,
To finally solve,
The Mystery.
For these things,
I’d lay down my life,
Though it’s hardly a fair trade,
As it’s laden with strife.
But alas, it is not to be,
For that is one path that isn’t open to me.
In this harsh reality I must stay,
In this life,
This senseless fray.
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The Island
Monique du Plessis, Year 10

Seeing the Island is like waking up early
on the first day of spring. All around the
island is crystal clear water, with not even a
slight chance of a storm in the far distance.
Even the idea of a small wind upsets the
silent trees. Slowly the island starts to reveal
itself more and more as you start to explore.
The sneaky, slimy snake that slithers slowly
in-between the tall grasses that run all along
the frightening forest, gives you goose- flesh.
Next, you hear the noisy chirping of millions
of tropical birds as they fly into the mountain
ranges. Listening closely you quickly realise
that there are many insects and animals trying
to get your attention.
Before you get to the forest you need
to get past the grasses that surround it,
then awaits the beautiful forest with its
extraordinary trees that stretch far over a
wide area of land. Their trunks are as wide
as the Breede River and they are as tall as
the Carlton Centre. Strangely, the ground
never seems to be level. It is as if someone
stomped around in large shoes making
giant ditches everywhere. Around the foot
of the gigantic trees are bunches of mini
red and white mushrooms which add to the
tremendous amount of plant life all around
you. Thousands of undeveloped flowers
wait patiently for their turn to sprout while
thousands are enjoying the fresh air flowing

through their petals. The ground looks like
a colourful rainbow that appears every time
it drizzles and all the flowers decide to show
off their beautiful colours.
Just behind this adventurous forest lies
a range of mysterious mountains. These
mountains’ peaks have yet to reveal
themselves through the thick layer of fog
that hides them away. Every single mountain
looks different. Some are decorated with
ash coloured bushes that overwhelm the
surrounding patches of brown grass; others
are covered in tall, bright green grass and
others that mainly consist of yellow- brown
flowers. Just below the thick blanket of fog
that covers the mountain peaks are large
caves. These caves echo every little sound
that enters in. Shadows of all kinds creep out
of the caves and almost deliberately cover
the whole mountain as if to let you know that
the mountain belongs to them, and you are
not welcome to explore it.
Just on the other side of the mountains is
a secret lagoon that eventually joins up to
the indescribably beautiful sea. Like the sea,
this lagoon has crystal clear water that blinds
you when you look at it, and is surrounded
by old, broken down parts of what seems to
have been tiny sand-brown clay houses. The
sleeping lagoon eventually meets up with
the sea. This marks the end of our journey
through the Island.

The Grantham
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Witches
Cauldron
By Cameron Chow, Year 6

Rockin’ around the cauldron go,
In the gold of dragon show,
Load, on the freezing bones,
Put in people’s weird groans.
Bubble, bubble, gore and rubble,
People die, in cauldron bubble.
Gland of fire dragon, that lightly burns,
Kidney of warlock, weirdly turns,
Fingers of the wererock, gladly churns,
Toe of water hog, nasty gurns,
Put it in the boiling trouble,
For eternity it’ll bubble.
Bubble, bubble, gore and rubble,
People die, in cauldron bubble.
Eye of martian, in we throw,
All the deathly entrails go,
From the blood of owls know,
Good and evil now will blow.
Bubble, bubble, gore and rubble,
People die, in cauldron bubble.

St John’s International School

Maori Haka in Assembly
Emma Eaton-Hart, Year 6

“Year 5 did an amazing class assembly about
Maoris, explaining their culture and history.
The whole Junior School was watching it
with merry smiles and everyone understood
and learnt about the Maoris. All of Year 5
participated and everyone had a role to
do. Everyone learnt their lines off by heart
and projected their voices brilliantly. The
assembly included a Maori song, which was
sung beautifully, a poem, a story explaining
how they found New Zealand and how it

got its name, plus many interesting facts and
the haka, which spread smiles and made us
imagine the Maori doing it.
The atmosphere in the hall was one of
complete silence. The Junior School really
enjoyed the assembly and were watching in
great awe. I particularly liked the song and
had it stuck in my head for the rest of the day.
We have all learnt a lot and we learnt about
Maoris and New Zealand. A really fun way of
learning!!!”
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North Korea

Rocklands Camp experience

By Nina Janse Van Rensburg (MYC 3 – Year 9)

I looked down at my bare, filthy,
scabbed feet with no expression on
my face as I rested on the edge of the
pavement. They were bony and the legs
which held me up could barely do so,
because they were so thin. Slowly, I held my
hands up, staring at the large, oozing scratch
on one. There was no medical care for the
poverty-stricken people here. There wasn’t
even food.
The blare of a white van’s headlights drew
my attention, my head darting up. These
were the vehicles which took people off the
streets. People who were never seen again.
They were taken to be experimented upon,
dissected. This was the reason why I sprang
off the sidewalk and darted into an alleyway,
praying they hadn’t seen me.

This was my biggest mistake. A hand
clamped over my mouth, stinking of sweat
and blood. I was hoisted into the air,
unceremoniously carried to the white van I’d
attempted to avoid. Thrown in, I wondered
what they’d do to me. Perhaps water torture,
where the victim was forced to drink so much
water that his stomach started to force it back
up, then someone jumped on his stomach
to make it come back up. Then it would be
repeated again and again ……
I tried to scream and fight, but they were
too strong. Something bashed my head
and the last thing I could remember was
falling….. falling…..

Year Five imagined what it would be like on
Christmas Day, away from home and at war.
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Autumn
By Cameron Chow, Year 6

Trembling from the effort it had taken to
do such a quick action, I slid down the wall
and thumped to the ground. I put my hand
over my chest and absentmindedly tapped
my fingers. Every rib jutted out, and I counted
them in my head. Eyes drifting around,
they landed on something a metre away. It
was green and mouldy ….. Not believing
my luck, I crawled over to the object and
snatched it up, picking off the green fungus.
It was a tiny piece of very old bread! I shoved
it into my mouth and chewed quickly – if
anyone else had seen it, they could have
killed for it. People were so desperate that,
yes, they’d kill for food.
Savouring the sensation of nutrition sliding
down into my stomach, I closed my eyes for a
few moments.
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My Dearest

The Grantham
Preparatory School

A letter written from
the trenches during
the First World War by
Michael Zbrzezniak.

By Evie Day

Arrival
Rocklands, I had already been there
before but going again was a whole new
experience! When we got there, everybody
had puzzled looks on their faces wondering
where we could put our bags down? Where
were we going to sleep and when the
first activity was going to start? After some
patient waiting, we finally met our facilitators,
one was a dark haired man called Junior
and the other was a kind, caring American
girl called Sydney. Our first activity was very
tricky and tangled! We had to join our left
and right hands but not with the person
next to us, I managed to get untangled very
quickly but the others were not so lucky.
We tried very hard to untangle their knotted
arms but we had to start again because the
others weren’t in a risk-taking mood but we
finally got it!
Difficult deeds
One of the most tiresome activities was the
scavenger hunt. Sydney and Junior gave us
plastic sheets with pictures of places in the
Rocklands area. In these places we would
find a wooden brick. On this brick there
would be both letters and their translations
in braille, the special language of the blind
people or a question mark that meant
nothing was there. I was in a team with
Nicole and Saud, we looked all-over the
Rocklands centre. Despite all our efforts we
were the last team to arrive. When we were
done Sydney gave us a piece of paper with
a code that we had to translate and the code
was brilliant!
A very difficult challenge was the ant trail.
There were sliver lines about 15cm above
the ground and we had to cross these
lines. Thank goodness there was another
sliver line above us so we could balance!
My classmates held on to the sliver line so I
could keep balance but it was still a wobbly
experience! There was a huge log, hanging
from rusted chains and we had to help
everyone in the class get over. The first time I
tried to get over my sweaty hands failed me
and I fell but the next time my class mates
helped me get over!

Facing fears
I hate rock climbing, I find it the worst
possible sport but when our spectators
told us we had to do it, it was a complete
nightmare! Mrs Slabber kindly gave me
some rock-climbing advice; she said that i
must look for the stones that I could put my
fingers into. I tried so hard but my shaking
hands failed me and all the pieces of rock
on the wall were too small for me to grab.
My goal was to touch the red line that was 1
meter above me and just when I was about
to fall, I managed to slap the red line. Mrs
Fisher and Mrs Slabber were proud of me
when I finished!
Also going on a huge long hike up the
mountain was a frightening experience!
Thankfully Sydney was behind me making
sure that I was okay. There were many
sharpened, chipped rocks that we had to
climb over. When we got back down both
our spectators and Mrs Fisher and Mrs
Slabber were proud of me!

The child of Autumn is coming!
She is here to brush away Summer,
Colouring the leaves with gold.
That just makes us smile.
She beautifies the forest with leaves,
Gold, bronze, even amber.
The child of Autumn is decorating till the
trees are bare!
The child of Autumn is here admiring
her work,
The world is now a golden patchwork.
The squirrels thank her for,
Nuts and acorns for their hibernation.
The child of Autumn is leaving just
for a year,
But next year round,
She’ll do the same again.
She knows her time is up,
time to wait for
Winter to clear up again!

BLOUBERG
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Yr 5 outing to
Kirstenbosch
By Caitlin Dreyer

I enjoyed it at Kirstenbosch because we
saw interesting things such as: bullrushes,
ferns and we went down to the wetland and
saw tadpoles, frogs, fish and guinea fowls.
We also learned about how our water is
recycled and that only 70% of the earth is
water and 3% of the water is drinkable but
2% of it is frozen in an iceberg. That leaves
us with only 1% of water that is available to
us. We now know how important it is to save
every bit of water that we can.
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Sunset

Harvest Festival Poems
Years 5 and 6 have been writing poems
about the Harvest Festival, looking
in particular at personification, and
creating vivid images in the reader's
mind. These are just four examples of their
incredible work.

Harvest Festival
Poems by Year 6
Harvest Poem
By Emma Eaton-Hart

Harvest is when we’re thankful,
With fruit and veg we grow and share,
To give to the people that need our help,
That are sadly poor and bare.

Harvest Festival
By Megan Thompson-Summers

Harvest is a time for peace,
Collect in the crops for a massive feast
In comes the wheat
In comes the corn
The scattered seeds are the plants reborn
Fruit in the orchard
Pigs in the sty
It’s the most beautiful vision to touch my eye
The leaves gently falling
The azure Autumn sky
The wind softly calling
It’s the harvest time.

And by Year 5…
The Harvest

Any fruit and veg we grow,
Carrots, potatoes or maize,
Will mean the world to some people,
In every single way.

By Issie Beech, Year 5

Harvest is when we gather together,
It’s a very humble day,
People will appreciate us and our thoughts,
In their very special way.

But an enormous, metal monster chops
down the helpless dancers,
To feed a thankful, hungry nation.

The wavy and flexible crops sway in the
breeze,
Like a mesmerising ballet dancer.

By Stephanie Russell (IGCSE 2 – Year 11)

I breath in the cool, frosty air.
Sometimes I wish that Summer was still here.
Harvest Festival
By Matthew Patmore, Year 5

Succulent fruits and the gentle rumble of the
combine harvester.
The orange, crunchy carrots and the mouthwatering tomatoes.
The rhythm of the rain pit-pattering on the
greenhouse roof.
The red hot chillies burning your mouth.
The luminous harvest moon looming over
the cornfield.
Tasty, ripe, rosy apples falling off the apple
tree with a gentle thud on the hard, frosty
ground.
The sun blaring down and reflecting off the
shimmering greenhouse windows.
Farmers picking the juicy plums.
The diminutive acorn turning into a huge oak
tree.
Thank you to the farmers everywhere
for providing us with delicious fruit and
vegetables.
Thank you to them all.

St John’s International School

Year 5 trip to Norman Lockyer Observatory
Written by Holly Elsworth

‘On Tuesday 21 September Year 5 visited
the Norman Lockyer Observatory.
When we arrived we went into the back
room and learned about all the different
planets, some information on the sun and
saw a miniature scale of how far away the
different planets were from the sun. The
man was astonished by our knowledge of
the planets and the Universe.
We had soon finished in the classroom
and a different man took us to look at some
old telescopes.
The first telescope we visited was black.
Four people: Matthew, Issie, Freya and
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Ollie, had to pull down on a rope to open
the roof of the dome we were in. The man
talked for a little and then he let each one
of us push the telescope with our smallest
finger to show easy it was.
The second telescope we only had a
look at, because there was a meteor scan
which we looked at for a while. If the screen
flashed white it would mean that we would
only have a few minutes remaining before
The Earth blew up!
We then went with a different man to look
at the telescope that Sir Norman Lockyer
originally used to tell what the stars and
planets were made of.

The sun begins to sink
Through the weightless candyfloss clouds
Above my head is the orange blended sky
Assisting the sun on its journey

The man talked for a while and then
showed us a steel wire. He pressed a
button and the rope started twisting
and rotating.
When we had finished that we went into
the planetarium and watched while the
man showed us different constellations
and how the world rotates.
Following on from that, we went on a
lovely walk and had our lunch on the top
of Salcombe Hill.
WE HAD A LOVELY DAY OUT!’

The air is chilly and crisp
As if the earth has just been reborn
Silhouettes of trees look painted in the
distance
While insects come out to dance in the wind
A slight breeze lingers around my body
As the sky changes to pink
The orange sun is nearing its destination
And the moon is sneaking out
The sound of crickets singing
Creeps into my ear like drizzling rain
The sky has now faded to darkness
And the moon has taken over the sky

Hear no evil
By Hanna Lim (IGCSE 2 – Year 11)

If I could, I would hear my fingers tap against
the keyboard as I type. If I could, I would
be able to hear the birds that hop by my
window. I remember how I used to hear my
alarm in the morning,waking me up for a new
day of hard work. I remember how I used
to jump whenever I heard a knock on the
door. They say silence is golden. The kind
of silence where you feel the world has lost
track of time and has forgotten to keep on
turning. That kind of silence is supposedly
rare. For me, silence is like a rock, so much
of it around; strong and therefore difficult to
get rid of. If I could, I would remember that
hearing was a gift and it should not be taken
for granted...
Not being able to hear has its advantages,
when you want to be alone and just shut the
world out. All you have to do is close your
eyes and everyone is gone. To me, sight is
like a light pencil sketch; if you don’t like it,
erase it, and you wont see it. If I don’t like
something I see, I close my eyes and I won’t
hear it. Hearing things is not a problem,
because my mind is full of golden silence.
People underestimate the power of sight.
To find the true beauty of things, you have
to read between the lines, search under
the layers of abused names and above

all, believe in what you see. These things
come naturally to me, my sight is the only
strong sense I have left. I concentrate on my
sight more, sometimes more than I do with
breathing, acute and intense. They say it is so
difficult to take back what has already been
said, not for me though. Why even speak,
if I cannot hear the venomous words that
spill out of my mouth? No more whispered
words from bored gossipers or sharp sneers
from insecure people. Not for me, but they
forget that I can still see them.
I recall how music used to make me feel.
How it had the ability to be able to alter my
mood, tears of joy or a joy of tears. I recall
how I would get a song stuck in my head,
constantly singing along to the repeated
chorus, then making words up to the
unknown verses. Sometimes I feel that not
having music is like not having food or water.
I still crave for the soulful food that I will
never be allowed to taste again. I recall how
my mother’s laughter always made me feel
at home, or my brother’s laughter echoing
like a song, sailing through the wind. How it
felt so good to hear myself when I was truly
laughing, or hearing a friend’s laugh, which
in turn made me laugh even more. Voices of
loved ones will slowly be forgotten. A key,
forever lost, that used to open a door to a
place I could call my own. Laughter I will
never be able to join in like before.
Imagine a world full of silence. Where
people communicate without talking, where
birds sing without dong, where music plays
with no instruments and where laughter is
forgotten. This world has forever -lasting,
lonely peace. This world to you is golden,
extremely rare, but not for me,

“Loves Jesus and America too.” Good,
now keep going.
“She’s a good girl.” Look at the audience.
Look at the audience.
“Crazy ‘bout Elvis.” Never mind. Don’t
look at them. STOP LOOKING AT THEM!
The crowd is quiet. The music fills the air.
The guitarist behind me starts off plucking,
but when the chorus comes along, he
strums with more power and yet it is just
as beautiful as before. The song is half way
through; soon I will be speaking my lines. I
have practised these lines over and over. I
know them so well that I could recite them
backwards it I wanted to.
“I’m going to leave this world for a while.”
I’m doing it. I wonder if they will remember
my slip-up. Maybe they’ll have forgotten by
the end of the night??
As the song goes on, the butterflies in
my stomach fly away and I remember why
I signed up for the musical in the first place.
Besides the fact that I loved the play, I
wanted to prove to people that I could do it.
Whenever I signed up for anything, I saw the
doubt in their eyes, the slight smirk on their
faces, as if they were thinking: “She’ll never
actually do it, she is too shy to get up in front
of an audience and sing. Stage fright is her
worst enemy, no way she’ll make it.”
So when I signed up for the musical, and
people looked at me that way, I decided that
I would just have to face my fears and give it
my all.
As the music dies down and is replaced
by the applause and cheers of the audience,
I realize, elated, that I have made it through
the worst part of the night.
I have proved them wrong.

Free Fallin’
By Alanna Wells (IGCSE 2 – Year 11)

The spotlight is hot on my face; it blinds me
as I walk onstage. My hands quivering, I
reach for the microphone. The music starts.
My heart flutters. Tiny butterflies start to
spread through my body.
“She’s a good girl, I-I-I- loves h-er,” I barely
sing a line. I can’t even sing a line without
messing up! BREATHE, BREATHE. Relax. Oh
my God. Everyone is staring at me. They are
staring at me. It’s because I messed up. OH
MY GOD. OH MY GOD. Shut up. Shut up.
Sing damn it!
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The Monster In The Mirror
By Emma Torr (IGCSE 2 – Year 11)

A smile radiated across her fresh face as she
fluttered around the room. Her new frock
swished and swayed as she weaved her
way through the clusters of guests. Her icy
blue eyes glistened in the twilight, while her
long brown hair danced from side to side.
Every man wished to make her his wife and
care for her” till death, do them part”. She
epitomized perfection and was the envy of
every woman in the world. She was a vision; a
magnificent jewel found amongst thousands
of gem stones who longed for her sparkle.
She was loved by all, - all except herself.
Carefully and quietly, she made her way up
the stairs and along the narrow corridor to the
ladies’ room. She leaned forward, over the
familiar basin and examined her face in the
mirror, scrutinizing over every blemish on her
porcelain cheeks. Her eyes gravitated to her
nose, which was sprinkled with light freckles.
She cursed her mother for giving her such a
gigantic, crooked disgrace of a nose that was
positioned in the centre of her hideous face.
She looked at the reflection of her sapphire
eyes, while letting out a slight squeal of

disappointment as she peered into those
empty pupils. If only she had inherited her
father’s delicate lashes. Her gaze now moved
onto her luscious red lips, as soft as petals.
She criticized them for being too big and too
dark. She grabbed a tissue and dabbed the
tears that now leaked onto her dress. She
sighed in disgust, oh how she longed to
be beautiful.
She took a step back, to fit her model-like
legs into the frame of the mirror. She turned
to her side and lifted up her dress to reveal
her flat stomach. Her ribs protruded out of
her fragile figure, piercing the air with the
bony structure. She pressed her knuckles into
her stomach, then grabbed a hold of the little
skin that kept her organs below the surface.
She closed her eyes in absolute revolt and
allowed the silky material to flop back down
to its original position. “Why am I so fat?”,
she thought to herself. She rose onto the tips
of her feet and examined her legs. Her thighs
were as wide as tree trunks that wobbled as
she shook her hips. Her eyes stumbled over
her large knees and ran down her enormous
calves. “You are so ugly”, a voice inside

From the year 4 classroom
of her cried. “Why can’t you be thin and
pretty?”
She slid down onto the floor and hung
her head over the white tiles. The feeling of
self loathing was a regular visitor, something
she had almost grown accustomed to and
thought to be normal. It sounded bizarrely
wonderful to lead a life that wasn’t constantly
disrupted by feelings of inadequacy. She
longed for the morning when she would lie in
bed, writing in her journal and not worrying
about the calories she had yet to lose that
day. She wanted to dream of love and
freedom. She wanted to be free of her painful
life that she hid from the world every day, but
it seemed impossible.
Instead, she pulled herself up from the cold
floor and made her way out of the bathroom.
As she walked down the stairs, she retrieved
her smile and flicked her hair to the side. She
took a deep breath and poised her nose high
in the air, with a confidence glowing from
within. She turned on her charm and waltzed
her way back into conversation, as if nothing
had been wrong at all.

International School of Helderberg

Year 6 and 7 Symphony Evening
By Skye Meyer (Year 6)

On a very warm evening, after a day of hard
work in the Somerset West summer heat, the
diligent students of the International School of
Helderberg assembled at the BP garage across
the Waterstone Mall as the sun set among the
distant mountains. There was an atmosphere of
excitement as students rushed into staff vehicles.
Our friendly teachers were so kind to take us
across the busy roads, including the N2, taking
every bit of care to make the journey a safe one.
Firstly, the hungry students and teachers
travelled along the unique city-lit roads to
the popular and modern day favourite-KFC.
Here the dominant choice was the chilled
sensation, the Krusher, and Sprinkle Pops with
their vivid and intense flavour, after which we
set off to our destination. The Cape Town City
Hall was busy and full of bustling admirers of
music. The vibrant, cultural environment was
overwhelming and truly impressive.
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We were also lucky enough to get the finest
seats, situated in the top row of the hall,
overlooking the great sea of joyful chattering
viewers and providing the optimum picture
perfect view of the stage.
Hearts pounded, emotions were
overwhelming, ears were healed and
souls nourished as a beautiful matrix of
sound enchanted us all. The talented Cape
Philharmonic Orchestra was performing their last
concert in Cape Town before they were going
on their tour to New York. They had assured
themselves a legacy in Cape Town after this
breathtaking performance which they were sure
to execute in superb style and quality overseas.
The programme was exciting and well
structured with an excellent conductor, Martin
Panteleev, and soloist violinist, Philippe Quint.
The line up was as follows:
I. Johannesburg Overture by Walton
II. Adagio for Strings by Barber

III. Violin Concerto in D major by Korngold
IV. Break- we bought some refreshing drinks
at the friendly café across the theatre.
V. Die Eiland by Panteleev
VI. Symphony number 3 “Organ Symphony”
by Saint-Saens
Most of the students enjoyed the Adagio and
Die Eiland the most. We were sad to see the
concert come to an end, but it finished with a
truly wonderful and memorable performance by
the organ and orchestra. Students talked about
the instrument and terrific performances as we
returned to our cozy town of Somerset West.
It truly was a once in a lifetime opportunity
where we could discover a unique dimension
of classical music and fill our souls with culture,
as well as creating precious class memories
with our friends. Year Six and Seven would
like to thank our caring teachers, Mr E and Mrs
Muscat, for organizing and taking us on this
unforgettable excursion.

During Creative Writing this term the Year 4s have been looking at simile poetry and how they make our writing full of excitement.
Here are some of the children’s own simile poems that they wrote to describe themselves.

Simile Poem

Simile Poem

Simile Poem

By Luke Bowles, 9yrs and Lloyd Frank, 9yrs

By Jade Hansen, 9yrs and Taia Jurgens, 9yrs

By Sonja Hanekom, 10yrs

The writer of this poem
Is mightier than a lion
As striking as lightning
As strong as iron

The writer of this poem
Is as funny as a clown
As happy as the sun
As busy as the whole town

The writer of this poem
Is the tallest in the class
As fun as can be
As transparent as glass

As artistic as Da Vinci
As brave as a tiger
As loyal as a king
As smooth as cider

As small as an ant
As clever as the internet
As strong as weights
As silly as a pet

As musical as a piano
As clean as a tooth
As funny as a bunny
As adventurous as the ‘Phantom
Tollbooth.’

As thoughtful as Jesus
As forgiving as God
As hyperactive as a monkey
As curious as the odds

As messy as a hamster
As fat as a ball
As boring as school
As long as a hall

As soft as a pillow
As thin as a needle
As fateful as a bird
As fast as a weasel

As cute as Justin Bieber
As good as a singer
As hot as the sun
As bony as a finger

Simile Poem

By Raphael Voyiatsis, 9yrs and Lizeka
Cengimbo, 9yrs
The writer of this poem
Is as funny as a clown
As neat as a house
As handsome as a whole town
As bold as a board
As sharp as a sword
As strong as a by-beast
As tricky as a board

As chatty as a chatter box.
As fit as a fiddle
As clever as can be
As the writer of do diddle diddle
As shiny as the stars
As yummy as spaghetti
As a dog that’s not a hog
As thin as confetti.

As happy as a birthday boy
As quick as a ninja
As loveable as moshi-monsters
As fine as John Ceena
As huggable as a teddy
As sweet as candy
As cheeky as a girl
My BFF Mandy
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One Of The World’s Best: Karina Figl
By Emma Swanepoel

Parents

Every child believes that her/his
parent is the best in the world;
however, not all of them actually
compete internationally.
For two little girls in BIS, Yannah (4)
and Maya Figl (8) it is true by anybody’s
standards. Their mom, Karina is one of the
best Stand Up Paddle Surfers (a revived
Hawaiian surfing tradition) in the world
and has recently competed; where she
represented Austria, in the first ever World
championship in Peru.
An acclaimed star like Karina Figl deserves
a proper introduction. Originally Austrian,
this German speaking lady was born in
Paris, and as a family they lived in Munich,
Hamburg, Switzerland and Vienna. Her
interesting early life sparked a passion for
travel and so she spent most of her twenties
working and traveling the globe. One of her
trips brought her to Cape Town, and that was
where her love of our country was ignited.
However; it was only years later, after meeting
her South African husband in Hamburg that
they settled here.
Three years ago, Karina started Stand
UP Paddle Surfing. “SUP Surfing reminds

me of my childhood, playing a game on
a windsurfer, it’s fun and it makes me feel
alive,” says Karina. This feeling has driven
her to share this passion with others. Apart
from her love of the sea/ kite-surfing, windsurfing and sailing, she also has a desire to
help people. Karina and her friend Michelle
Fourie, teamed up and formed SUPsisters,
a Stand UP Paddle (SUP) initiative that aims

to introduce girls and women to the sport,
to have fun and most importantly to support
local children who have been orphaned,
through the funds raised by SUPsisters.
This caring and compassionate mother
is an inspiration to us all. Enthusiasm,
dedication and a zest for life are the
elements that define her.

Boca Prep International School

PTO - First Annual Boat Parade
By Dori Mirkow, PTO President
Each year, during the Winter
Holiday season, Fort Lauderdale
hosts a holiday boat parade through
the canals of the city. The PTO hosted
a fundraiser party to watch the
parade.
The PTO would like to express the
most sincere gratitude and appreciation
to Marjorie Wessel, Kim Mareira, Missy
Oppenheimer and Christine Richer for
their dedication, hard work and supreme
effort in organizing the PTO Boat Parade
Party which was a huge success.
These four women worked tirelessly
to make this event absolutely incredible
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to attend and they were able to raise over
$1,000.00 for the PTO due to their very
generous efforts and big hearts. It was so
great that the Boca Prep Community was
able to come together with parents and staff
of the school to socialize and enjoy the boat
parade from such an amazing location.
Thanks also to Ms. Lauren Ziffer who
graciously volunteered her home for the
event. Thank you to all that attended and
help make this event happen. Thanks again
ladies, you are greatly appreciated.
Boca Prep parents from the left: Mr and Mrs Taylor, Ms
Richer, and Ms Brant all socializing at the Boat Parade
fund raiser.
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Celebrating
Grandparent’s Day

St John’s international School

Holy Trinity international School

Puddings and pies

SEK BUDAPEST
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Parents’ word Our Years
in SEK
is the law!
The GCSE and A level Citizenship
groups were visited by Nick Marlow,
parent of two Prep School children. Mr
Marlow has been involved in the Special
Constabulary for over 16 years and has
achieved the rank of Superintendent. He
involved the students in Q&A sessions and
made them aware of the work of the UK’s
part-time police force.The session took on a
practical aspect when members of the class,
and the teacher, were handcuffed!!!

St John’s international School
Madison Broekhuysen enjoying some time with her
Grandmothers

By Mrs Yolandi Eksteen, EC2 Teacher

On Tuesday 27th September 2011
we invited our grandparents into
EC1 and EC2. It was so special to
have them with us. The grannies read
stories with us, we painted pictures
together and we proudly shared our
portfolios with them. We value our
grandparents!

By Louise Mayor

In October some of the PTFA mums
got together for a Puddings and
Pies morning.
We drank coffee, ate cakes, chatted and …
made over 28lbs of Christmas pudding
mix and mince pie filling for sale at the
Christmas Fayre.
Although there were a few technical
hitches with the quantities and the list of
ingredients, like the carrots being left in
Carolyn’s fridge and the eggs being left

in the chickens, Daniel and Max Mayor’s
grandparents came to the rescue by not
only going to the shops to buy the missing
ingredients, but also by donating them
to the cause.
Thanks also to everyone who helped out
and who gamely volunteered to take the
puddings home to cook them. We have also
employed the services of a chief taste tester
and I am happy to report that he is still
alive at present.

The Grantham Preparatory School

Mr Shannon – Chess King
By Mrs Banfield, Year Six Teacher

We are very lucky to have some talented
and supportive parents at our school
and this year one of our grandparents,
Mr Shannon has been helping to put
chess on the map at our school.
Mr Shannon, who started an Infant and
Junior after school chess club two years ago,
decided that his Junior chess stars were
good enough to attempt a chess tournament
against Oakham school.
Despite the daunting prospect of taking
on an Oakham team who were all in year 7
and 8, the Chess team performed really well.
It was a close run tournament, with Oakham’s
additional years of experience helping them
to an overall win by just three games.

48 IES magazine

For a first tournament, all of the team
played well, Grace (Year 4) won all three
of the games she played, whilst Richard,
Benjamin, James and Henry (from Year 6)
all won challenging games against their
opponents.
Both school teams really enjoyed the
encounter and Oakham have invited us to
a return away match at Oakham.
Now that the Chess team has got off to
such a great start we hope to arrange further
tournaments with other schools in the future.
Thank you to Mr Shannon and his chess
team for all your hard work in putting the
TGPS on the school chess tournament map.

By Ivana Cvetkovic, SEK mother / SEK teacher

Record breaking
London Marathon run
In its 32nd year, about 37,500
amateur athletes, fun runners and elite
sportsmen and women ran the Virgin
London Marathon. Prince Harry, who
had earlier met volunteers at the event,
was also at the finishing line on The
Mall to congratulate runners.
The parent of one of St John’s Year 9
students, Naomi Garrick, is hoping the
publicity from her Guinness World Recordbreaking time can help her raise money for
the Buturi Project in Tanzania. The 43-yearold teacher has since been on the BBC and
ITV’s This Morning since smashing the time
for a marathon in a wedding dress by half
an hour.
Naomi said: “I saw the record was 4hrs
11mins, and I had run 3hrs 48mins twice
before, so I thought it was possible.” She
had some stiff competition, with several
other women all competing in their bridalwear, but she was the first to cross the line,
overtaking a rival runner with just five miles
left to go. She said: “I knew it would be
hard, she went out in front of me, and she
was 13 years younger, but I caught her up
and thought I’d just go for it.”

As she reached the finish line at the end of
the gruelling 26 mile race, the tannoy played
‘Here Comes the Bride’ to accompany her
record-breaking time of 3hrs 41mins.
Naomi described the scene after she
completed the marathon: “It was amazing.
All the cameras were there, all they wanted
to do was interview me. “I said ‘can I just
have some water first please’!”
Since the race she has garnered plenty of
publicity as well as a place in the Guinness
World Records, and hopes she can attract
more funds to help ship tables, chairs and
other resources over to a new school being
built in Buturi.

I am an ordinary mother.
Thirteen years ago I looked for a
preschool for my daughter. It had to be
a good, prestigious, student-friendly
but strict enough, international, etc.,
place where she could be happy and
learn a lot. Don’t we all look for a school
like that? My choice was SEK Quito
International School.
My daughter liked the school, and it is
incredible how everything in our life was
measured by SEK. She learned to read
and write in SEK. Her best friend ‘Friends
Forever’ was from SEK. She performed
in SEK Festivals. When she was sick,
she couldn’t go to SEK. After summer
she was coming back to SEK. I was SEK
mother, we were SEK family.
And then six years ago our life
changed completely. We had to move
from Quito to Budapest. Among endless
new and unknown things, only one was
familiar to both of us – that was SEK.
So, the story continued. My daughter
learned Hungarian at SEK. She went to
her first InterSEK. She represented SEK at
competitions. She will, very soon,
or too soon for a mother, graduate
from SEK.
I had the privilege of sharing SEK
experience with my daughter for many
years, and I am proud of what she has
become. I am proud as any ordinary
mother would be, but I am also proud as
a teacher, because I am an SEK teacher.
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Research & Knowledge
Boca Prep International School

SEK Budapest
International School

Overcoming Math Phobia Science
through Connect Four
Education

Research &
Knowledge

By Shawn Brown MYP/DP Mathematics

Games and Math go really well
together. Math really can be fun if some
of its principles are taught through games.
We see this in quite a number of free
and commercial video games that teach
math concepts, typically through solving
arithmetic problems.
Games require a variety of problemsolving skills, such as making and testing
hypotheses, creating strategies (thinking
and planning ahead), and organizing
information. As students play, they further
their development of hand-eye coordination,
concentration levels, visual discrimination,
memory, and their ability to communicate
and use mathematical language.
Connect Four (four in a line) is a two-player
game. To win, you must get four of your
counters in a straight line: horizontally,
vertically or on a diagonal manner. It is a
game that truly requires problem solving
and involves thinking ahead, planning,
being systematic in order to determine the
outcomes of certain moves. These are the
attributes of a mathematical thinker and the
use of this game helps to dispel the notion
that Math is based on memory. Connect Four
moves can't be memorized, weakness in
math often stems from an over emphasis on
memory skills instead of thinking skills.
I have been using a computerized version
of this game in my classes since November
last year and since that time I have noticed
a greater level of motivation in the students
and a willingness to think ahead and even
accept overall challenges in this subject.
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Benefits of Using Connect Four in the
Classroom
The use of this game can provide an
atmosphere where children are
encouraged to:
• share their ideas with others – think,
discuss, and explain
• be alert, interested, curious, and
challenged
• come up with interesting ideas, problems,
and questions
• have confidence in their abilities to figure
out things for themselves
• speak their minds with confidence
• work cooperatively
• give and take praise and criticism
• instruct others
• accept success and failure in the presence
of peers and adults
• develop initiative, interest, curiosity,
resourcefulness, independence, and
responsibility.
Teaching methods that stress rote
memorization of basic number facts or
algorithmic procedures are usually boring
and do not require learners to participate
actively in thought, reflection, and their own
learning.
Research has demonstrated that students
learn more if they are actively engaged with
the math they are studying. Constance
Kamii, a world renowned expert on how
children learn math, puts it this way,
“Children who are mentally active develop
faster than those who are passive.”

During the 8th and the 9th of
March our computer teacher Dr
Beáta Jarosievitz spent her time
in Florence, Italy at the ‘New
Perspective in Science Education’
conference. The conference was
attended by representatives from more
than thirty countries and centred on
promoting transnational cooperation
and sharing good practice in the field
of innovation for Science Education. Dr
Jarosievitz held a successful lecture on
“ICT in Physics Teaching for Secondary
Schools and Colleges” based on her
experience as a practising teacher at
SEK Budapest International School.
Dr Jarosievitz stated that during
her research work she “…studied
the students’ attitude and motivation
toward physics and IT skills. As a result,
it has become clear that science classes
should be made more colourful and
interesting, if we want to let our students
leave the secondary school with an
adequate level of applicable knowledge
and skills in physics, chemistry and other
natural sciences”.
It is the work of teachers like Dr
Jarosievitz that helps students become
more and more engaged in learning,
in taking advantage of technology
available to them.
All of us look forward to new learning
experiences now that Dr Jarosievitz is
back at our school.

I recently had the opportunity to work with
students from the IES exchange program in
Ecuador and even though we spoke different
languages it was obvious that our love for the
game transcends all communication barriers
and some of the students came by daily to
show their progress and have us battle our
wits. This was captured in a youtube video
which can be accessed using this link.
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=S2b18X2a46o
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Holy TrinitY International School

Successful Spelling
Mrs Fraser, Year Three Teacher and Spellodrome
Coordinator.

Following the success of the amazing
interactive Maths program, Mathletics,
last year, we decided this year to trial
the interactive Spelling sister product,
Spellodrome.
Spellodrome is an English Spelling
program that encourages children to
independently study spelling rules and to
challenge the computer to a spelling test.
As the children play against the computer,
or complete the different tasks and activities
on the website, the computer records
all attempts and incorrect spellings the
children make. It then builds up a list of
misconceptions for the children to study and
for the teachers to access in order to build
spelling lists and to observe how well the
children are learning a rule.
Teachers can either upload their weekly
spelling list for the children to use in their
online games and activities or can use
the rule and spelling lists provided by the
Spellodrome program, at various levels from
rookie to master (Reception to GCSE).
We have found that the differentiated
program with its interactive activities and
games has really helped to build our pupils’
confidence and understanding of different

spelling rules. Since trialling the program
from the beginning of November, we have
seen a rise in pupils’ spelling ages and an
increase in their rule awareness.
Easily accessible from the pupils’
Mathletics account, the pupils do not need
to remember additional passwords and
simply use a tab at the top of the page to
flip between Mathletics and Spellodrome.
They earn points, just like with the Mathletics
program and can earn certificates in the same
way as in Mathletics.
This has certainly been another
inspirational program that is easy to use, for

both pupils and teachers. Like the Mathletics
program, it is easy to monitor by the teachers
and provides a considerable amount of data
for assessment purposes. Children can even
be tested online and the results recorded and
saved in the computer’s database for future
reference. This has really helped as it allows
results to be easily passed on to the student’s
next teacher and provides assistance in
arranging future work and spelling tests.
After what has been just a short trial, the
teaching staff are already giving the program
full marks, and the children have been really
enthusiastic about the program too.

Science at
Holy Trinity
HTIS students soak up the mysteries
of the Universe and gravitational
waves HTIS physics students travelled
to Birmingham University’s School of
Physics and Astronomy with the unique
opportunity of meeting Dr Andreas
Freise and his young research group
involved in a new branch of physics
that is now being used to unravel the
mysteries of our Universe. Dr Freise’s
team are part of the group currently
developing the most sensitive gravitational
wave observatory in the world. Taking

PYP in the Pre-Kindergarten
By Caron Lindquist, Pre-K3 teacher

The Pre-K3 class of Boca Prep has been
immersed in their third PYP Unit of
Inquiry: “Fur, Feathers, Skin or Scales.”

African Food Fair
The Year 5K class, at the International
School of Hout Bay were given the
task of preparing an information pack
about an African Country chosen from
a hat. They were to imagine they were part
of a research team providing information
for families needing to immigrate to Africa.
They also had to present their projects
to the class as well as find a traditional
recipe from their country and prepare it
for a food fair.
The food fair and presentation took
place on Thursday the 8th of March and
we invited the Year 5 parents to sample
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L to R: Students utilise what they’ve learnt in class with the
Head of Physics, Mrs Judith Mackie-Smith pictured centre.

Boca Prep International School

International School of Hout Bay

By Thomas Kingwell

part in lectures and experiencing physics
simulations and hand-on experiments,
as well as enjoying a personal tour of the
University’s laboratories, the students
enjoyed a most unique and exciting
educational experience.

the flavours of Africa. The students put an
incredible amount of time and energy into
decorating their “stalls” and the classroom
was transformed into a bustling market place
full of rainbow colours and the mouthwatering fragrances of the dishes.
The parents moved from table to table and
commented on the fantastic food and the
effort that the students had put into making it
a memorable experience. There were even a
few requests to put together a recipe book!
Once the classroom had been returned
to its original state (well, mostly) it was time
for the students to present their projects to
the class and parents. It was a great learning

Mads Thorberg, Pre-K4 student meets face to face with
a baby giraffe.

experience as the students had to display
their knowledge of their topic as well
as the concepts dealt with. It was very
evident that most students had prepared
thoroughly for their presentations, and
many were extremely comprehensive.
On the whole the project was a
great success and has provided an
excellent platform for the assessment of
future learning as well as given us much
to reflect on. I look forward to seeing the
growth of each student in their next task of
this nature and believe they are on the path
to producing superb exhibitions at the
end of Year 6.

To enhance the learning experience we
visited Lion Country Safari for a firsthand
look at animal coverings. The children were
exposed to a variety of animal species and
took part in an interactive presentation on
animal body coverings.
Lion Country Safari offers the opportunity
for the students to get up close and
personal with many of the animals, some
of which include, a skink, a goat, an owl,
tortoises, monkeys, macaw, flamingos, lions,
zebras and giraffes. The children enjoyed
the experience and have a much better
understanding of our Unit of Inquiry.

Holy Trinity
International School

Harvest Celebration
Senior school pupils and parents
were treated to a very entertaining
Harvest Festival assembly by all
the Prep pupils. It was an excellent
performance of speaking, acting and
singing. The confidence shown by
the pupils was outstanding and it was
a delight to see such talented pupils
singing solo, in small groups and in a
larger choir. Although the audience
appreciated the humour, the important
message of celebrating the food grown
on land and giving some of it to those
in need was clearly demonstrated.
All the food was donated to a local
community project.
As part of our harvest programme,
pupils are investigating different
communities around the world. One
group looked at the Amish community
and visited a farm to get a feel of a rural
way of life. The pupils’ spirits were not
dampened by the deteriorating weather
and they were informed about crop
production, self-sufficiency and feeding
of animals. The afternoon was rounded
off with delicious pancakes – made from
eggs collected that afternoon.

Year 5 & 6 pupils waiting for the eggs to make
their pancakes!

International School of Hout Bay

Science Expo 2011
Each year, a number of classes enter
in a national competition, the Eskom
Science Expo. At International School of
Hout Bay, 3 classes are entered in each level
of the competition.
Before we can send students to the Expo,
an internal Science Fair is held at the school,
where each student competes against
their class.

Students have to research an idea of
their own choosing, using the Scientific
Method, and have to solve a problem that
they identify. The ideas can range from
scientific problems to technology and the
environment. As the students must identify
their own problem and come up with a
solution, the projects vary in design
and creativity.

The quality on display is always impressive,
ranging from psychological studies to
experiments with fuel efficiency and new
technology of turning rubbish into energy.
Students who excel in this round are
invited to take part in the Eskom Science
Expo, which is the second of three rounds,
culminating in a national Expo, which is held
in Pretoria.
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Yr 6 Maths Inquiry

The Yr 6 children carried out a Maths inquiry
to help them to understand the concept
of place value with decimals. They used
number cards and made as many numbers
as they could, recording their results on a
place value chart.

St John’s International School

Q and A in Year 4 Science
This term in Science, with Mrs
Chamberlain-Keen, Year 4 have been
looking at the topic of electricity and
creating circuits. As part of the PYP we
linked our work with their inquiry about
Australia by creating Question and Answer
boards which lit up or buzzed when the
correct answer was chosen.
Year 4 then wanted to test the Year 5 and 6
students, to find out how much of their work
on Australia they had remembered from
when they were in Year 4.
They really enjoyed having the chance
to test the older pupils and even had the
pleasure of putting Mrs Parry-Davies through
her paces when she happened to pop in to
the Science lab to see what we were doing.
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The Boca Prep
International
School Science Fair

Victorian day

Biodiversmarties!!
Learning is always fun when there
are sweets involved and this was the
case when the Yr 6s inquired into
the concept of biodiversity and alien
invasion. The Smarties represented the
species in a healthy river system. Mints,
corn nuts and raisins represented alien
species. The children were given a variety
of scenarios where alien species invaded
the river, resulting in a loss of biodiversity.
The children communicated well with
each other in their groups and quickly
grasped the concept. The best part was
eating the sweets afterwards!!

Boca Prep
International School

St John’s International School

Yr 6 Data Handling
Inquiry

As part of their first Unit of Inquiry ,Yr 6
needed to develop their Data Handling
skills. They carried out a survey with the
Senior Primary children in an inquiry
to establish; “How International is our
school?”After gathering all the data they
then transferred it into Excel spreadsheets
using a variety of graph types. In their
summative assessment task the children
collected data on how a variety of factors
in different countries affect people’s
lifestyles. They were then able to create
their own graphs using their newly
developed ICT skills.

By Liz Hutton MYP/DP Science and
DP Coordinator

By Joe Elsworth, Year 5

On Friday 19 January Year 5
experienced a day as a Victorian School
Pupil. The dreaded day started with Mr
Meriwether jumping in on us in the middle of
Assembly and rushing us downstairs to our
seats to have the register taken and to sing
the National Anthem: God Save the Queen
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!
Next, we prepared for our English lesson
which was endlessly chanting out a rhyme,
and it went like this:
Good, better, best
Never let it rest
Til your good is better
And your better best
After a while, Mr Meriwether continued on
his quest to torture Form 5 by leading us on
to a horrible maths lesson where this time
we aimlessly chanted out our times tables.
Suddenly, the bell went for play time where,
in a Victorian school, the children would
have done constant practice drills, so you
would expect us to do constant drills and,
guess what, we did. Unfortunately it couldn’t

last forever and so before we all knew it
we were back in our small, cramped, little
classroom, but this time we weren’t chanting
out the rhyme or our times tables, we were
writing out a poem called ‘Daffodils’, but
there was a small catch, we weren’t using
chalk or ink pen like you’d expect we
probably would. No, we had no choice but
to use, you guessed it, quills and sloppy ink!!
Now here comes the fun bit, we got to be,
that’s right, TEACHERS!! Yes, after a while,
even Mr Meriwether got tired of being the
teacher and so let us have a go, but with one
catch as well, we weren’t allowed to actually
hit children with the dreaded cane. Overall
we all had a great day with Mr Meriwether
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience,
thanking Mr Shorthouse for arranging it all.

On January 30, 2012 the entire
MYP participated in a Science
Fair. The focus of the day was Human
Ingenuity: when humans encounter a
problem or the unknown how do they
respond? Some students carried out
novel experiments while others created
replicas of various scientific phenomena.
Students were responsible for keeping
a written log of their planning, creation
and testing of their projects. The entire
school community was invited to visit the
Science Fair. Below you can see the Pre-K
students marvelling at the submarine
replica. The morning was spent visiting
the project booths and the afternoon was
spent listening to a presentation given by
a MYP 5 student about the importance
of shark conversation to our ecosystem.
The traditional 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
awards were awarded in addition to
peer-nominated awards. The categories
included: Most Ingenious, Most Creative
and Best Presentation. The winners
were: first place for middle school, Jared
John; first place for high school, Angela
Dahanous; second place for high school,
Briely Pizzelanti; second place for middle
school, Andreina Nett; third place for
high school, Mariani Weinstein; third
place for middle school, Aki Yamasawa;
Honourable Mention, Jia Russo; Most
Ingenious, Juan Guerrieri-Maril; Best
Presentation, Joshua Kay; and Most
Creative, Juan Granados. Overall, it was a
very educational day where students took
pride in themselves and their work!

Our pre-K3 students came to the science fair and the
middle and high school students shared their projects
with them. You can see their interested faces as they
investigate one of the projects.
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Hip Hop Champion
The next day we practised
for
30minutes at the Hip hop
During the school holidays,
dance studio that we were
my Hip Hop team, called
using for rehearsals. We also
Break-Out, obtained
visited Water World where we
Western Province Colours
had time to relax. The water
by achieving 1st place. It
rides were really scary to go on.
was a lot of fun and we were
On the 17th we practised
very excited because we then
again and watched the teams
travelled to Johannesburg on
do aerobics. Thereafter we
the 12th August to compete for
went to the mall and shopped.
SA Colours! From Sunday to
We also had time at our hotel
Tuesday we had to dance three
Hip Hop Champion, Phumeza Tom
to play games and swim.
times and my team won all the
It was a lot of fun.
categories. It was very exhausting, but finally
Friday the 21st arrived. It was the day of
the last day of the tournament arrived and
the competition. We were all so nervous
they announced us as the winners! We were
but then once on stage all went well and
all awarded medals and were pleasantly
afterwards they announced that we had
surprised to hear that we will be going
achieved 4th place. The people there loved
to Australia in October for the World
us and they even asked me for a hug and
Hip-Hop Trials.
On 14th of October I went to Australia with a picture.
We also watched the other teams and later
my “Hip Hop” dance group. Our group
did a walk ride that represents South Africa.
was so excited because we had won the
National Championship and qualified for the Everyone loved our walk ride. The following
day, we went to movie world and went to
international competition. It took hours to
rides that are based on themes of movies.
get there by airplane and our bodies were
We had lots of fun there. We had a great time
sore after the long trip.
in Australia and enjoyed the competition
We arrived in Brisbane via Singapore and
very much.
transferred for tour hotel, the Meriton.
By Pumeza Tom,Year 6 Student

Students

St John’s
International School

Talent at
all ages
We are thrilled to have so many
talented students at St John’s – in all
age groups and in many different
disciplines. Successful students this
year include Issie Beech who won
two silver and two bronze medals for
swimming in the Tiverton Gala. Hannah
Wright has been chosen for the U21
bowls team for Devon in the English
Championships. Max Hancock has been
selected for the Devon Cricket U10s
squad. Well done to all of them.

HANNAH WRIGHT

Boca Prep International School

Paul Oppenheimer takes
home first place!
By Missy Oppenheimer, Boca Prep Parent

Paul Oppenheimer participates in the
community Cub Scouts which is in the
Boy Scouts organization. Each year
they hold a Pine Wood Derby in which
the children participate by creating a
car out of wood and racing the cars.
Paul, a Boca Prep fourth grader, worked
extremely hard to create and build a car as
part of a derby challenge. The car that Paul
designed and built took first place in the
Scouts' Pine Wood Derby! As the first place
winner, he qualifies and will get to race his
car in the regional competition. This is a
great honor in the Boy Scouts’ organization
and for Paul.

56 IES magazine

ISSIE BEECH

Paul Oppenheimer Boca Prep Fourth Grader poses proudly
with his first place trophy for winning the Scouts’ Pine Wood
Derby with a car he designed and built.

MAX HANCOCK
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Tennis and Textbooks

Experiences
of the Fourth
Grade
By Cindy Hagaman, Fourth Grade Teacher

We are the fourth grade students of
Boca Prep International School. We are
British, Latino, Hispanic, African American,
Indian, Lebanese, and American. We have
a very open-minded and caring classroom
environment with a good understanding
of each individual's global representation.
We have inquired upon Geography and
Geology, The Civil War, The Regions of
the United States, and our own "Sunshine
State" of Florida. The fourth grade visits
many places within our community. We
were passengers on amphibious car "Duck
Tours" through the South Florida Intracoastal
waters, enjoyed Latin music and dancers in
a Miami theater, observed the culture of the

South Florida Fair and Yesteryear in West
Palm Beach, inquired at multiple libraries in
the area, and attended the play "The Wizard
of Oz" in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. We feel
so fortunate to be able to represent this
multicultural international school with such a

BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

vast and breath-taking campus. We are Boca
Prep International School!
Caption: A group photo of the Boca Prep
Fourth Grade, the children are sitting and
enjoying some water after competing in a
House Competition.
The Grantham
Preparatory School
By Christopher Southwick, 8th grade Tutor

The Cheung Family
By Katy Wiltshire and Elaine Trewartha

Joël was an early reader, becoming
fluent in Year One, and eagerly read
his way through everything that
he was offered. His mum and dad are
great supporters of his reading, and of
Blouberg International as well, and made a
generous donation of R1000 to the school
for the purchase of books at Joël’s reading
level. This went a long way to enriching
Joël’s class library, as we were able to buy
a wide range of books including fiction
and non-fiction, as can be seen in the
books depicted here. Once the books
were bought Joël took them home for the
holidays and then returned them to the
school where they are now ensconced in
the Year 3 class library, with stickers proudly
proclaiming the names of their donors.
Parents really can do so much to enrich
the school experience not only of their
own but of all the children in the school
community. The Cheung family are actively
involved in Christian mission work and
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truly “by their fruits” we know them. Thank
you so much, Mr and Mrs Cheung, for
your great generosity. Your spirit of giving
is an example to us all.
Exciting reading opportunities await
many thanks to Joël Cheung’s enthusiasm
for reading!
Thank you to the Cheung family who
have made a very generous donation
of R1000 worth of books to Blouberg
International School.

Rounders
Champions
By Sarah Wightman, P.E. Department

At the end of the 2011 Summer term,
The Grantham Preparatory School U11
Rounders team once again reached
the finals of the National competition,
which took place on the last day of term
at Stafford Grammar School. What a
result! This time the team went one better
than the 2010 team, who were runners up
and brought the title home in fine style. This
was a truly huge result for a school of our size
and thoroughly deserved. Congratulations
to all those who were involved in the training
and supporting.

What motivates you to get out of bed
every day? For siblings Connor and Tonya
Nicol, it’s tennis. Connor is in the 11th grade
IB at SEK Budapest and his sister is in the 8th
grade. Since they were 6 and 7 years old
respectively, they have been training with
professional coaches from around the world.
Though they both were interested in other
sports, tennis has always had a special glow
in their eyes. “It's a sport where it's only you
and your opponent,” says Conner. “Many
would even argue that it's just you since the

International School of HELDERBERG

Music
Eisteddfod
By Mrs Barbara Muscat, Music Teacher

Joël Cheung, delighted with the many reading
adventures which await him!

opponent can't come to your side of the
court. Tennis is almost a completely mental
sport. In the average 90-minute match, you
really only play about 14 minutes of actual
tennis. The rest is all in your head.”
After having trained in Hawaii and Spain,
they moved to Budapest, Hungary to train
with specific coaches. A typical weekday
includes tennis practice for two hours in
the morning before school and two hours
after school. Conditioning begins around
5pm. Then they go home, study, sleep, and
repeat the cycle the next day. Weekdays are

We are very proud of the
achievement of the talented
pupils who took part in this year’s
Helderberg Music Eisteddfod. The
students were enrolled in 3 categories:

• Piano Solo:
Samantha (Cum Laude), Lorelei, Chelsea,
Grace (Gold), Jared, Chelsea (Silver Plus),
Bradley, Aiden (Bronze)
• Piano Duets:
Johannes and Min Seok (Cum Laude),
Salmah and Lea, Stuart and Nashita
(silver Plus)
• Music Entertainment:
Francis (Gold Plus)
Well done to all of you!

usually busy with tournaments. It’s a rigorous
schedule. In fact, they’re so serious about
tennis that SEK Budapest has created a
tailored schedule that would accommodate
their athletic demands while providing the
academic rigor akin to the IES educational
model.
When asked what the hardest thing
is about taking tennis seriously, Tonya
answered, “I have less time to spend with
my family and friends, less vacation, and we
move around a lot.”
Despite the challenges, Tonya aspires
to be the best woman tennis player in the
world. “You really, really have to want it,” she
exclaims. Conner wants to win the US Open.
What does that require? “You need mental
toughness,” he says. “A player needs a cool
head, and a calm disposition no matter what
happens on the court. I try to keep myself
relaxed before every match but as soon as
I’m on the court, I play my heart out.”
They’ve won several trophies from
tournaments held in Maui, Barcelona, and
Budapest. Aside from tennis, Connor and
Tonya strive to achieve academic success
and after high school graduation, they
plan on studying at an institution of higher
education. They both speak English, Russian,
Spanish, and some Filipino.
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Skateboarding Chelo – Children Of Hout Bay
Education And Learning
Scholar
Opportunities
By Jorge Vives, Year 9

My name is Jorge Vives and I’m a
14 year old skateboarder. I have
spent my whole life doing and practising
skateboarding.
I won my first competition in Spain
when I was just 11 and have been
sponsored by four different clothing
and equipment shops at any one time.
Skateboarding is something I enjoy a
great deal. Here in Sidmouth I haven’t
been able to practice a great deal, but
I'm waiting for the first competition to
take place so I can win it and show all
the teachers why I should have a sports
scholarship!

BLOUBERG
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

South African
Maths Challenge
By Jorita Ackermann, BIS Maths Department

On 26 and 27 September 2011,
Mathletics South Africa held a
Challenge in which Blouberg
International’s
Year 3 – Year 9 students competed.
The challenge, which is free to all learners
from grade R to grade 12, enables anybody
to take part in real time Maths challenges
powered by the Mathletics platform. The
students have the opportunity to test their
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By Julie Sanders on behalf of the ISHB
Bursary Committee

The Hout Bay community is a
diverse one with wealth and
poverty literally on opposite
sides of the street. This places the
International School in Hout Bay,
Cape Town in a unique context.
Recognising the need to open
Lifa Mongwe (Head of School), Lucia du Plessis, Ansha-Lee Maarman
the doors of opportunity to an
The selection process is a rigorous one,
international education to those who could
not otherwise afford one, and to have a more involving both a school readiness and
academic assessment in addition to an
diverse student community, our school has
interview with the family to determine the
established a bursary programme.
level of parental involvement.
The scheme has grown since inception in
The Bursary families are asked to contribute
2008 to the point where we now support
a nominal amount towards the school
seven children, four in the primary school
fees; this is in order that they feel a sense of
and three in the high school. Two of these
ownership and responsibility towards their
children will complete the IB Diploma
child's education.
this year, a fantastic achievement when
The Bursary Committee is made up of
considering the daily challenges these
parents at the school and runs a number
children and families face.
of fundraising activities. The Committee
Each family has a mentor (usually a parent
disburses these funds and ensures that the
of a child in the same year group) who liaises
children have everything they need for school
with them on a regular basis in order that
both inside and outside the classroom. Many
integration runs smoothly and also to ensure
receive additional learning support, funded
that any issues or concerns from either side
by the programme. The Committee assists
can be resolved quickly and sensitively. This
with the costs of uniform and stationery,
is often very practical support - for example
although sometimes a sponsor can be
ensuring that the child is able to get to a
found to support the student in these areas.
birthday party and offering lifts.
This financial support contributes towards
the cost of some of the extra-curricular
activities. The Bursary Committee has
registered the programme as a non-profit
best mental arithmetic skills against other
organisation, CHELO. This gives donations
students from around South Africa.
to the programme a tax status that makes it
The competition is very popular
attractive for potential donors.
as it encourages students of all ages,
We are especially proud of the fact that
backgrounds and abilities to have a go at
one of our bursary students, Lifa Mongwe, is
Maths in a fun, interactive and accessible
Head Student this year, and was elected to
way and at a level which is suited to their
the post by his peers. In Year 1 Nikita Africa is
varying ability levels.
proving to be a talented athlete, while Lucia
A total of 35 000 South African students
du Plessis (IB Diploma 2) is an exceptional
participated in the Challenge, out of the
singer and actress.
230 schools and 1600 classes and we are
The success of the programme is largely
very proud to announce that Blouberg
due to the dedication and commitment
International School ranked 30th.
of the staff and parents on the Bursary
We are very proud of all our participants.
Committee but also due to the support and
An astounding WELL DONE to them all!
encouragement of IES.

Boca Prep International School

Joshua Jackson, representing
the USA at the Danone
Nations World Cup
By Jennifer Baker, Director of Admissions

When I met Joshua Jackson over the
summer I knew he was something
special. His manners, self-confidence and
humility made him stand out from other
middle school students I have interviewed in
the past. I knew he would be an asset to our
school and a student Boca Prep would be
proud to call our own.
In October 2011, Josh was asked to travel
to Madrid, Spain and represent the United
States in an international youth soccer
competition called the Danone Nations
World Cup. His family was initially reluctant
for him to miss school days, “we struggled
with the decision to have Joshua miss several
days of school but recognize the opportunity
this event offers for him, to represent his
country on an international stage as a once
in a lifetime opportunity” said Jami Ketchup,
Josh’s mother, to the school.
As his upcoming tournament approached,
the local news became interested in Josh
and decided to pick up the story. On Friday
October 7, News Channel 5 arrived on Boca
Prep’s campus. The reporter spoke with
Josh and filmed a practice of our new soccer
academy. This local exposure showed the
community what an outstanding student
we have and also what our soccer academy

is doing for students interested in pursuing
soccer at a higher level.
Josh left for overseas and his mother
accompanied him and relayed to us his
experience. “Today was the culmination
of an awesome experience for Joshua
and the entire USA Team. In front a soldout crowd of 82,000 spectators at Real
Madrid’s Santiago Bernabeu Stadium,
USA beat Switzerland 1-0. The solo goal
was a jumping header into the corner of
the net by Joshua. It was an unforgettable
moment! Watching his expression
and the joy of the team washed away
their disappointment of not making the
finals. (Brazil won the
championship.) The level
of soccer we witnessed was
unbelievable and hopefully
will motivate the players
to keep working hard and
continue to develop their
skills.”
We at Boca Prep are very
proud of Josh and are happy
to have supported him in
this lifetime experience.
The United States was
1 of 40 countries in the
competition and Josh was 1

of 14 students selected to participate on the
US team. We look forward to what the future
holds for this outstanding student.

Joshua Jackson being interviewed by Jason Pugh from
the Channel 5 News team on Boca Prep’s soccer field.

The US Danone Nations Cup team, Joshua Jackson, grade 7
represented the US and the Boca Prep soccer academy.
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Skating Star
By Melony Fischer

Jamie Fischer represented South
Africa in a figure skating competition
held in Paris, France between the
28th April and the 1st of May. The
competition named the Rooster Cup,
included the top figure skaters from
22 different countries around the world.

Jamie had a brilliant skate and was placed
37th in the world in her age category.
We are very proud of Jamie and her
accomplishments, as the competition
gave her excellent exposure to the level
of international competition, which many
aspiring skaters never get to experience.
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The Sweet Rewards of
Community Service

Teachers
By Joseph Kiss-Illés, History Teacher

Angela Milne-Kiss teaches English to
both the lower grades and at the IB level
at SEK Budapest International School.
Angela was born in Ottawa, Canada. After
graduating high school, she attended
the University of Ottawa, simultaneously
beginning a career in the army. It was while
in the army that she discovered her passion
for teaching. As the instructor of a leadership
course she found that not only did it come
naturally, but she truly loved sharing her
knowledge. She first found herself working
for the United Nations in Cyprus, where she
met her husband, Roland, with whom she
came to Hungary. She has been teaching
English at SEK for four years now.

Angela is very dedicated to passing along
the rewards of community service to the
students at SEK. One of the first differences
she noticed about schooling in Budapest
from that in Canada was the dedication
to community service. It is inherently
understood that through reaching out to the
community, young people can learn a great
deal about themselves and the joy of helping
others. She has gone about working to instill
this value in SEK Budapest. Many challenges
come along with this task, but they are far
outweighed by the advantages. One year
ago she was made the CAS coordinator and
since then has further enhanced the volunteer
program.
One example is the annual book drive.
During this event students bring books to
school, which are then divided up between
the school library and the children’s hospital,
or any other institution in need.
Of course, some rewards are sweeter than
others. This year, a jar of candy was given
to the student who guessed how many
goodies (326) it contained. Each student
who donated a book was allowed to submit
one guess, but they all shared the candies.
In the end community service is a reward for
everybody.

SEK Budapest
International School

Teaching
Physics
In the month of March our Physics
teacher Katalin Antalné Csorba
participated in a conference
at the Faculty of Mechanical
Engineering and Automation at
Kecskemét College Hungary. The
conference discussed the up-todate application of methodologies
and facilities in connection
with Information Technology,
Mathematics and Physics at
secondary school educational level.
In her lecture, Katalin presented the
special teaching method applied at
SEK Budapest International School. The
event was an example of the increasing
popularity of international education in
Hungary, so the teaching experience at
our school may provide a helpful model
for other educational professionals in
the field.

Csorba Katalin

The Grantham Preparatory School

Mr Monaghan
Rocks
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By Esther Fraser, Class Three Teacher

Mr Monaghan is one of Grantham Prep’s
peripatetic music teachers. He teaches
drums and guitar and believes that the
key to success is “to look good”. He is
an inspiration to our junior children and his
lessons are always oversubscribed by willing
rock students. He encourages his students
to play together in assemblies and holds
workshops and concerts in school. Some
of these activities involve the children he
teaches and others involve his own indie rock
band “The Ghost of Mr Fox.”
Always striving for perfection with his
students, Mr Monaghan encourages

participation, practice and enjoyment, which
is apparent when you observe his students
performing.
This term, we were lucky enough to have
“The Ghost of Mr Fox” performing in school.
The children were thrilled to see one of
their teachers in a band and they were also
excited to watch the band’s performance of
a Bob Marley classic, which was chosen by
one of our pupils and will be performed on
“YouTube”.
I am sure that Mr Monaghan’s laid back, yet
enthusiastic attitude, will continue to inspire
our junior pupils for many years to come.
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BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

New Headmaster
By Marta Ferraris (Student)

Mr Stan Daniel, our new Head of School at Boca Prep

The new year meant new leaders in
Boca Prep. A change has been made and
Mr Daniel became the new headmaster of
this small school, replacing Mr. Lindfield
Roberts who has now transferred to India to
pursue his career after being here for 2 and
a half years. The directors of IES and the last
principal all agreed on having Mr Daniel as
the new headmaster because he has been
at this school over four years now. He has a
great relationship with the staff and also with
the students, and for the reason that he was
needed in this situation, he happily agreed.
Changes sometimes can be negative or
positive, but with him, they are mainly
positive! The school has been working
very well, and big changes weren’t actually
necessary. But the school wants to become
bigger and stronger, especially in the middle
years program; it is looking for a full capacity,

The joy of foreign language learning
meaning more students in middle school.
But Mr Daniel is more than just a Principal
to us; he has been a teacher and still is. He
has been a helper for people that felt lost.
He has a wonderful power to makes us
feel equal and as important as everybody
else, and even if he makes us equal, he
makes us feel special at the same time.
He has a shiny smile on his face everyday,
and we can clearly see he is happy with
what he does: coming to this school.Even
if he is busier, and his work is a little more
stressful since he has to deal with bigger
issues, he keeps teaching and yet he is
a very happy headmaster. We are very
proud to be his students, and even though
he has left some classes to take care of
other administrative matters, he is still our
teacher, and will always be.

By Fräulein Wakeford

One thing I truly appreciate about BIS, is
the fact that our children understand the
importance of communication and the ability
to express oneself. BIS students are offered
the chance to give their language skills a
stretch. With our world rapidly changing
into an intertwining entity, we are urged
to communicate with different cultures.
According to a survey conducted by CAL
(Centre for Applied Linguistics) more than
four-fifths of the world’s population does not
speak English. I want to share some reasons
for learning a foreign language with you:

Learning a language involves a multitude of
learning skills, which optimise the student’s
ability to learn and function in a variety of
other learning areas.

Increasing global understanding
“A different language is a different vision of
life” – Frederico Fellini, Italian film director

Over and above cognitive benefits, the
study of foreign language guides the way
to the acquisition of important life skills. By
studying different cultures, students are
much better equipped to adapt and cope in
a fast-changing world. This leads to tolerance
of diverse lifestyles and customs.

“ No culture can live, if it attempts to be
exclusive” – M.K. Ghandi – Indian nationalist
and spiritual leader

Research shows that students who have
studied a foreign language achieve higher
marks in art, maths and reading. These
students further show greater cognitive
development in mental flexibility, creativity
and higher order thinking, which include
problem-solving, conceptualising and
reasoning.

Boca Prep International School

Meet the Counselor at Boca Prep
By Michele H Martin, LMHC

Good day! As I wander the halls saying
hello and stopping for a more in depth chat
with students, parents and staff alike, I realize
that there are still many more I have not had
the opportunity to meet. I would like to take
the time now to formally introduce myself.
I have the distinct pleasure to be called
the “school counselor” here at Boca Prep.
However, my duties also encompass that of
guidance, liaison, consultant and the more
direct “troubleshooter.” Basically I am here to
help all concerned and connected with Boca
Prep to have as less stress, academically
pleasing and socially accepted time here as
possible. I am often found in classrooms, on
the field and wherever is needed. I try to be
as accessible as possible.
I am a licensed mental health therapist in
private practice in the greater community. I
have been a special education teacher and
administrator. I segued into counseling so
that I might assist others on a broader scope.
My areas of expertise have always revolved
around children and the family unit within the
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Pictured is Ms. Michele Martin, Boca Prep’s School Counselor

academic base and as well as with situations
that might arise from the home structure.
I run a court-ordered, state-mandated

4-hour parenting education program for
those going through a divorce with minor
children under the age of 18. I facilitate
the PATCH program – Parents And Their
Children’s Happiness. Have I mentioned that
I love helping people?
I am thrilled to be back in a school
environment. I don’t think I could have
found a better setting than Boca Prep. I
look forward to continually chatting with
those I know and to say hello to those I
haven’t yet met. Please feel free to contact
me at any time for issues that might arise
within the school confines, or for more
private, confidential matters outside of this
establishment. In addition, I will be running a
column in our newsletter to address a variety
of issues that students and families alike are
currently facing.
Have a smiling day.
Boca Prep is happy to have Ms Martin
help serve our school and students in her
administrative role.

A student is offered the opportunity to step
into the mind and context of other cultures.
Increasing the student’s native
language ability
“ Those who know nothing of foreign
languages, knows nothing of their Own.” –
Johan Wolfgang von Goethe.
According to several research projects,
the knowledge of a foreign language
increases the student’s understanding of its
own mother-tongue. This includes general
linguistic abilities as well as specific language
skills. Most students studying a foreign
language have better vocabulary skills in
English, understand languages more and
have improved literacy in general. Increased
reading achievement in their mother-tongue
language and enhanced listening and
memory skills further correlate with extended
foreign language learning.
To sharpen cognitive and life skills
“ We have strong evidence today that
studying a foreign language has a ripple
effect, helping to improve student
performance in other subjects. - Richard
Riley, US Secretary of Education under Bill
Clinton

To appreciate international literature,
music and film
“The many great gardens of the world, of
literature and poetry, of painting and music,
of religion and architecture all make the point
as clear as possible: The soul cannot thrive
in the absence of a garden. If you don’t want
paradise, you are not human, and if you are
not human, you don’t have a soul” – Thomas
Moore – Irish poet
The focus will always be on Maths, Science
and English as being the most important
subjects. I fully agree that these subjects are
of utmost importance, but do we not want
to create diverse, intelligent children with
kaleidoscopic knowledge? And why not
have some fun on the way.
Learning a language is certainly a fun-filled
and privileged experience.
Although a lot of focus and effort is put into
Maths, Science and English homework
and studying, I want to start a movement of
‘10minutes’ a day. By focussing on a second
language for only 10 minutes a day, you will
increase your knowledge and you will enjoy
the lessons more and more as you realise
that you are able to conquer this language!

I therefore encourage parents to motivate
the students to take some time to indulge in
their foreign languages.
Enjoy it, study it and this will truly enable our
children to become great building blocks for
the future!

St John’s
International School

A warm
welcome
to our new
‘Music Man’
Gareth Sandell
joined us at St
John’s in January.
He was trained
in classical music
as a tuba player,
primarily in brass
bands, at the Royal
Northern College
of Music in Manchester. He played
for former UK, European and world
champions Wingate's Brass Band, as
well as the National Youth and Young
Ambassadors' Brass Bands. Gareth is
passionate about all music, whatever
the genre, and has performed and
recorded in Europe, North America, the
Caribbean and Africa. He has taught in
an international school in Tanzania and
Uganda, where he also owns a record
label. He has worked with students from
Early Years through all of the Key Stages
to diploma and degree level. Gareth
is delighted to be taking up the post
of Director of Music and looks forward
to supporting the wealth of talented
students at St John’s to help them reach
their musical potential.
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Mrs Austin to Madagascar for
an Operation Smile Mission

One of the many hopeful children seen by the Operation Smile Mission Team

St John’s International School

I was offered the extreme privilege of
attending an Operation Smile Mission
to Madagascar. All the money ISH has
raised with our Miles to Smiles events are
used on Missions like these. I went with 2
adult sponsors. Our main responsibilities
were to educate children and adults at
the hospital as well as at orphanages and
schools in the community. The Operation
Smile mission to Madagscar was a life
changing experience. I was very proud to
come back and share with the students
exactly where it is that their money is going
and the difference that their money is making
to these poor children who would not have
been able to afford an operation if it were not
for the contribution made by the students
at ISH. The money that we have raised
has paid for 24 operations. It is difficult to
describe the level of poverty I experienced in
Madagascar. These people were so grateful
for what was being done for them. I would
like to encourage all our families at school
to put a huge effort next year into Miles for
Smiles and let’s see how many more children
we can help.”

Holy Trinity International School

Establishing a
link with Husum’s
danskeSkole
By E.H. Carwithen (Head of History)

Imagine the scene: a beautiful
March day in Husum with the crocuses
in full bloom and the sound of leather
on willow in the Sports Hall at the local
danskeSkole. Denmark’s best cricketer
is coaching a group of girls in the art of
batting. To a cricket-loving Englishman
like myself, this is a revelation, for I had not
expected to see cricket being played here
in Husum. Immediately my preconceptions
are being challenged, which is one of the
purposes of twinning.
It was Saturday, 26th March, the day
of the first meeting in Husum between
me (I’m Head of English and History
at Holy Trinity International School),
and Horst Grunwald, head of the
HusumdanskeSkole, and his colleagues. It
is envisaged that in 2012 a pupil exchange
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will take place between
the two schools. A major
purpose is to continue
the tradition integral to
twinning in Kidderminster
of increasing understanding
between young people in
the town and its environs and
their counterparts in Husum.
Holy Trinity International School’s link with the
HusumdanskeSkole has been made possible
because of the very generous support both of
the Kidderminster Twinning Association and
of StadtHusum. The partnership between the
schools will have as its focus a cross-curricular
project. The extensive use of wind farms, solar
energy and dykes makes the Husum area a
geographer’s paradise. Literary studies might
focus on local writer Theodor Storm’s “Der
Schimmelreiter”. A conference between the
teachers involved in the exchange is planned
for early September. There is strong interest
in exploring the position of minorities in
society. To a historian like myself, the history
of the Danish population in South Slesvig is

a fascinating one. Though
the northern part of the
region which Danes know
as Sønderjylland returned to
Denmark after the plebiscite
of 1920, the southern part
remained a part of Germany.
The danskeSkole exists to
provide an education that
ensures the continuation of Danish values
and the Danish language amongst the
minority population of Husum.
On my visit to the school I was made
aware of the challenges facing minority
populations, and the teachers at the
danskeSkole are especially keen on
exploring them as part of the partnership
between their school and Holy Trinity.
Holy Trinity is an international school and
welcomes the opportunity it has been
given to extend its network of international
contacts. Since returning from my visit,
there has been great enthusiasm amongst
pupils at Holy Trinity International School for
developing links with the danskeSkole.

IES conference – Cape Town – 12-14 November 2011
By Angela Parry-Davies

As many of you know, I spent a week in
November out of school attending our
annual IES conference. Three years ago,
we hosted it in Exeter, the following year
it was cancelled due to the recession, last
year we went to Birmingham and this year….
Cape Town! I was certainly not complaining, as it has been nearly four years since I
visited and gave me the opportunity to visit
the school with which I had been so involved
in setting up from scratch. The pleasure in
seeing how the students - who started their
schooling with us - have developed and
flourished and are now producing outstanding academic results in their IB and IGCSE’s,
is immeasurable. The greatest inspiration
though is how they are as people; confident,
caring and committed to learning. They are
clearly thinkers who are really grappling with
the intricacies of an ever-changing world and
are brave enough to consider their rights
alongside their responsibilities. This surely
is the type of person who we want to send
out into the world and what we are offering
here at St John’s should equip them in the
same way.
I really went, however, to attend a
conference which was a wholly collaborative
and communicative event. In the past we,
as Heads and Directors of IES, have made
presentations. This year was much more
about sharing our collective expertise and

developing the strength of our group as a
whole. Being part of IES sets St John’s apart
from so many other schools and we are
committed to using this strength and really
trying to find opportunities to develop this.
We discussed issues which included making
the most out of being part of the IES and SEK
network
The key focus underpinning our
discussions was to improve the educational
opportunity for all of our students. Questions
centred around, “How best?”, “When
best?”, “Who best?”, “What best?” and
with our varied experiences we were able
to share “Best practice” in many fields. We
have come away with the commitment
to introduce a Music week in Budapest
next year, which will be a joint venture
of performance and participation rather
than competition – where workshops
and practices will build towards a larger
“massed” concert.
We are also working on building a
calendar of events which is both more
balanced and prepared further in advance
to give students the opportunity to plan
which events they should and could become
involved with.
We now know that the 2012 InterSEK will
be a cultural one which will be held in May
in Vinya del Mar in Chile. This will be open
to students between the ages of 12 and 16,
as long as they are not in a National Exam

year and that they are meeting our standards
and expectations! There will be singing,
dancing, drama, science investigations,
graphic design competitions, and individual
and group presentations, to name but a
few and we are very much hoping to send a
good and competitive team from St John’s
next year.
As part of the conference each year we
have a Key Note Speaker and this year was
no exception. Dr Tate, our new chairman
of the IES group, gave a motivational talk
titled, “What is Education For?” This is
available to view via the homepage of
our website and is well worth reading.
Mr Segovia also summarises the actions
across the organisation each year at our
conference. The organisation as a whole
has grown significantly this year and much
investment has taken place in all the schools
and universities. As Mr Segovia pointed
out, 4 000 000 businesses globally have
had to close over the past year and he is
very pleased to announce that none of our
schools have been put in this position.
Overall, the conference was very
worthwhile and I know that we will be
implementing a number of initiatives as a
direct result of this last week. It was a long
way to go, with many hours travelling, but a
beautiful place to revisit and my thanks go to
Mrs Resnekov from our Blouberg School for
hosting this event.
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Blouberg International School
21 Dorchester Drive, Parklands
7441 Cape Town
South Africa
Tel: + (27) 21 557 9071
Fax: + (27) 21 557 9027
contact.blouberg@iesmail.com
www.blouberginternational.co.za

International School of Hout Bay
Suite 164 Private Bag X14
Hout Bay 7872
Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: + (27) 21 790 8149 - + (27) 21 790 6285
Fax: + (27) 21 790 5814
contact.houtbay@iesmail.com
www.houtbay.iesedu.com

Boca Prep International School
10333 Diego Drive South
Boca Raton, FL. 33428 - USA
Tel: + (1-561) 852 1410
Fax: + (1-561) 470 6124
contact.bocaprep@iesmail.com
www.bocaprep.net

SEK Budapest International School
Hűvösvölgyi út 131
1021 Budapest - Hungary
Tel: + (361) 394 2968
Fax: + (361) 200 6615
contact.sekbudapest@iesmail.com
www.budapest.iesedu.com

Holy Trinity International School
Birmingham Road, Kidderminster,
Worcestershire DY10 2BY, UK
Tel: + 44 (0) 1562 822 929
Fax: + 44 (0) 1562 865 137
contact@holytrinity.co.uk
www.holytrinity.co.uk

St John’s International School
Broadway ,Sidmouth, Devon,
EX10 8RG, UK
Tel: + 44 (0) 1395 513 984
Fax: + 44 (0) 1395 514 539
contact.stjohns@iesmail.com
www.stjohnsdevon.co.uk

International School of Helderberg
Hazeldendrive, Heritage Park,
Somerset West ,
7130 Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: + (27) 21 851 6290/1
Fax: + (27) 21 851 6292
contact.helderberg@iesmail.com
www.helderberg.iesedu.com

The Grantham Preparatory School
Gorse Lane, Grantham, Lincolnshire,
NG31 7UF, UK
Tel: + 44 (0) 1476 593 293
Fax: +44 (0) 1476 593 293
contact.grantham@iesmail.com
www.granthamprep.co.uk
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