
 Theme 

Year Group Ourselves History Expression Science Organisation Sharing 

Reception Learning about 
each other 

 
 

Becoming 
independent is a 
part of growing 

up. 
 

Adventures 
 
 
 

We can go on 
adventures to 

explore our world.  

Storytelling 
 
 
 

Our imagination 
can be shared 

through 
storytelling. 

Seasons/ 
Weather/Night & 

Day 
 

Cycles affect 
living things. 

 

Working  
together 

 
 

School is where 
we learn, develop 

and grow. 

Environment 
 
 
 

Insects play a role 
in our world. 

Key questions How have my 
abilities changed 

since I was a 
baby? 

 

Why do people go 
on adventures? 

What are the 
ways stories can 

be told? 

What causes the 
seasons? 

What different 
rooms/buildings 

we can find in our 
school? 

What is an 
insect? 

How can I take 
care of myself? 

 
 

Different types of 
adventures 

people go on.  

How do we 
interpret and 
respond to 

different stories? 

Night and 
day/seasonal 

change. 

How does our 
class function? 
(Class rules) 

Why are insects 
important? 

 How do we know 
our strengths and 
things we can get 

better at? 

Why do people 
choose certain 
places to go on 

adventures? 

How can we 
share our 

imagination 
through 

storytelling? 

How can we look 
after ourselves 

using our 
knowledge of 

cycles? 

Who works in our 
school and what 

do they do? 

What can we do 
to protect insects? 

Action/Empathy Explain to our 
parents about 

growing up 

Organise an 
adventure 

Our Christmas 
play 

Create a display 
for our classroom 

Creating and 
implementing our 

class rules. 

Creating 
presentations on 

insects 



 

Year 1 Our bodies 
 

Our body systems 
keep us healthy.  

Time 
 

Everything 
changes with 

time. 

Stories/Drama 
 

We can use 
drama to tell a 

story. 

Materials 
 

We can change 
materials by doing 

things to them 

Community 
 

People who help 
us. 

Living Things 
 

Humans and their 
choices have an 

impact on our 
world.  

Key questions What are our 
body parts and 
systems? 

What is the past, 
present and 
future? 

What stories can 
we express 
through drama? 

Properties of 
different 
materials. 

Who helps us in 
our community? 

What causes 
damage to our 
environment? 

How different 
body systems 
work. 

How did the Great 
Fire of London 
start? 

Working together 
to perform the 
Nativity. 

How can we 
change 
materials? 

How do people 
help us? 

How do my 
choices impact 
the Earth? 

How can we take 
care of our 
bodies? 

How has London 
changed since the 
fire? 

How can we 
perform the 
Nativity using 
drama? 
 

What causes 
materials to 
change? 

How can we help 
other people? 

How can we care 
for plants and 
animals?  

Action/Empathy  Creating our Fire 
of London model 

Our Christmas 
Nativity 

Experimentation 
and fairness 

Helping other 
people in our 
community 

Creating school 
community 
guidance to put in 
place 

 
  



2 Celebrations Natural Disasters Music Inventions Fairness Habitats 

Key questions How do different 
people celebrate? 
 
 

How have natural 
disasters shaped 
history?  

How do we share 
music? 

What inventions 
have changed the 
world in which 
they were 
created? 

Do we need 
rules? 

How are habitats 
changing? 

Why do people 
celebrate? 
 
 

Where do 
different natural 
disasters 
happen? 

How has music 
changed? 

Who is 
responsible for 
inventing things? 

How have rules 
changed over 
time? 

What do different 
habitats look like? 

How have 
celebrations 
changed? 
 
 

How do natural 
disasters change 
where they are? 

Is music 
important? 

Why do people try 
and invent new 
things? 

Is life always fair? Whose 
responsibility is it 
to look after 
habitats/ 

Action/Empathy Create a school 
party 
 

Model a natural 
disaster - 
Pompeii? 

Creating a class 
composition to 
perform 

Try and Invent 
something 

An opposites day 
- where we are 
kind/unkind to 
appreciate how 
this feels. 

Create a habitat 
for something 

 
  



3 Families Exploration leads 
to new 
discoveries 

Dance How does Light 
work? 

How do Charities 
meet the needs of 
others? 

Survival 

Key questions What are 
members of our 
family responsible 
for? 
 
 

How did the 
Roman’s change 
Britain 

What does Dance 
look like in a 
play?  

Connection - How 
does the eye 
allow us to see? 

What is a 
Charity? 

What do humans 
need to survive?  

Connect with a 
family in a sister 
school - how is it 
different to ours? 

Who were the 
Vikings? How did 
they discover 
Britain? 

How does drama 
incorporate 
dance? 

Causation - How 
is light essential 
to life on earth? 

Who do charities 
help? 

How do we build 
an adequate 
shelter? 

What is the 
difference 
between our 
home family and 
other families we 
are part of 
(school). 
 

How is life in 
Britain shaped by 
what the Vikings 
and Romans 
brought over with 
them? 

How is dance 
linked to our 
feelings/the story 
of the play? 

What causes 
shadows? 

How can we 
make a 
difference?  

How do different 
places in the 
world provide 
different 
challenges for 
survival? 

Action/Empathy Collaboration with 
our sister school 
in Spain 

Viking/Roman 
Museum 

Write their own 
dance 
performance for 
the play 

Shadow Puppet 
Plays 

Raise money for a 
charity or charities 
chosen by the 
class or 
volunteer/help at 
a charity 

Camping at 
school - sleep in 
own shelters 

 
  



4 Identity 
 
The human body 

Adaptations 
 
Humans have 
adapted to live in 
different places 
and times. 

Drama 
 
Drama plays a 
significant role in 
society 

Force 
 
There are forces 
all around us 

City systems 
 
Cities are an 
important element 
of our societies 

Conflict 
 
Climate change 
has an impact on 
conflicts around 
the world 

Key questions How do our 
bodies work? 

How did ancient 
egyptian 
civilisation work? 

What are the 
different elements 
of a drama 
production? 

How do you 
measure forces? 

What are the 
different types of 
cities around the 
world? 

Who has an 
impact on climate 
change? 

What makes 
people happy? 

How has life 
changed in 
Egypt? 

What role has 
drama played in 
history? 

How can we 
categorise forces 
and their uses? 

Why do cities 
exist around the 
world? 

How does climate 
cause conflict?  

How do we be 
healthy? 

How does Egypt 
compare to the 
UK?  

How has drama 
developed over 
time and how is it 
changing now? 

How do we use 
forces in our 
everyday lives? 

What is the role of 
Exeter in our 
lives? 

Why do people 
have different 
viewpoints on 
climate change? 

Action/Empathy Create a human 
body book to 
share in our 
library 
 
Have 
positive/grumpy 
days and see how 
they make us all 
feel 

Create our own 
Egyptian museum  

Our Year 3 and 4 
play 

(tie in with 
residential and 
Wethecurious 
visit) 
 
 

Can we become 
travel agents for 
Exeter? 

Can we change 
something in our 
community to help 
with climate 
change? 

 
  



5 Ourselves and 
our culture 
 
Who we are as 
people and within 
our culture 

Migration 
 
 
People migrate 
for many different 
reasons 

Innovation/Drama 
 
Y5/6 production 
 
Version 
comparisons  

Transformation 
(technology) 
 
How does 
technology control 
our lives? 

Leadership and 
decision making 
 
Systems and 
business are 
important part of 
our world 

Harnessing 
resources 
 
Biodiversity is a 
result of 
interdependence 
of organisms 

Key questions What are 
children's rights 
and 
responsibilities?  
 
 

variety of 
migration 

 How does 
technology 
connect us?  

How does a 
business work? 

What is a habitat? 

How do different 
cultures view 
rights and 
responsibilities? 
 
 

What are the 
reasons for 
migration? 

 What advances 
have been made 
in technology? 

What are the 
systems and 
politics in the UK? 

How do living 
things connect 
with each other? 

How do we 
change as 
people? 
 
 

How can we help 
refugees? 

 How can we use 
technology 
safely? 

How is Climate 
Change 
awareness 
changing 
business 
practices? 

What is the 
biodiversity of 
Southern Africa? 

Action/Empathy Links with our 
sister school in 
Spain 

 Our Year 5/6 play  Dragons Den for 
sustainability  

Links with sister 
school in South 
Africa 

 
  



6 Well being Exploration and 
discovery 

Voice (what we 
feel strongly 
about) 

Engineering and 
design 

Personal finance Personal Project 

Key questions What is a healthy 
diet? 
 

What causes 
exploration and 
discovery? 

Why do you feel 
strongly about? 

What is it’s 
purpose? 

How do we 
manage our 
finances? 

Led by individual 
pupils for our 
Year 6 
Assessment 

What are the 
effects/dangers of 
alcohol and 
smoking?  
 
 

What are the 
effects of 
exploration and 
discovery? 

How can you 
implement a 
positive change? 

How has 
engineering 
changed? 

How does wealth 
affect people’s 
prospects? 

 

What is it like to 
be healthy? 
 
 

How do views 
differ from the 
explorer to 
indigenous 
populations? 

Why would others 
disagree? 

Is technology 
always positive? 

How do we take 
care of others? 

 

Action/Empathy Monitoring and 
recording our 
personal  lifestyle 
choices 

Can we plan our 
own adventure? 

Creating an action 
to be carried out 
through the 
School Council 

Survey with the 
general public 

Entrepreneur 
challenge 

 

 


